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THE GAMBLING ACT 2005

GAMBLING IN PUBS
GUIDANCE NOTES

Gaming Machines

Under the Gambling Act 2005, pubs can only provide Category C and Category D gaming machines which have the following limits:

	Type of Machine


	Maximum Stake
	Maximum Prize

	Category C
	£1
	£70


	Category D
	10p or 30p when non-monetary prize
	£5 cash or £8 non-monetary prize


Only Category D machines can be played by children.

If you wish to apply for or renew the provision of gaming machines at your premises, the Act provides for two different options dependant on the number of machines that you provide at the premises.
Option 1: Two or less gaming machines

Pubs have an automatic entitlement to two gaming machines.  All the licence holder needs to do is provide written notice that the entitlement is being exercised and pay the fee of £50.  A notification form can be obtained from the Licensing Department.  

Option 2: More than two gaming machines

If you wish to provide more than two Category C or D gaming machines you must apply for a licensed premises gaming machine permit to authorise their use.

Application forms can be obtained from the Licensing Authority.  The fee for the grant of this permit is £150 with the first annual fee of £50 payable 30 days after the permit is issued.  There is a further annual fee of £50.

There is no limit on the number of machines that can be applied for but if authorisation is sought for more than 4 machines, the decision may be referred to the Licensing Sub-Committee for determination.  However, each application will be decided on a case by case basis so if you do wish to provide more than 4 gaming machines then please contact the Licensing Authority for further details and advice.
 

The permit holder will have to comply with the Gambling Commission’s Gaming Machines Permits Code of Practice which can be obtained from the Gambling Commission’s website at www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk.  

Gaming
Customers can play ‘equal chance’ games in pubs without the need for a permit or any other authorisation.  Equal chance games are ones that are not played against the bank.  They include old pub games such as dominoes and cribbage but also bridge, poker and bingo.

A number of conditions apply to equal chance games in pubs:
· There can be no charge for taking part in the game,
· No deductions can be made from stakes or prizes,
· Linked games between premises are not allowed,
· Children cannot take part.
There are no limits on stakes for dominoes and cribbage.  The maximum amount that can be staked by a player on any other game is £5.  Except for poker and bingo there are no limits on the value of prizes although they are expected to be ‘low level’.
For poker there are additional limits.  The total amount that can be staked on all games of poker in each pub must not exceed £100 per day and the maximum amount that can be won on any game of poker is £100.

In the case of bingo the maximum total stakes or prizes for each pub cannot exceed £2000 in any week.  If this limit is exceeded then the Gambling Commission must be notified.
A Code of Practice recognises the provision of equal chance gaming in pubs.  Compliance with the Code of Practice is the responsibility of the ‘Gaming Supervisor’ in pubs this will be the Designated Premises Supervisor.  A copy of the Code of Practice is available on the Gambling Commission’s website.

If you wish to obtain any further information in relation to the above or copies of application forms then please contact the Licensing Department on the following details:
	Personal visit to:
Customer Contact Centre

North West Leicestershire District Council

Coalville

Leicestershire

LE67 3FJ


	Writing to us at:

The Licensing Section

North West Leicestershire District Council

Council Offices

Coalville

Leicestershire 

LE67 3FJ


	Email: licensing@nwleicestershire.gov.uk

	Phone: 01530 454454

	Internet: www.nwleics.gov.uk

	Fax: 01530 454574


