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Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle

Inspection Standards for Council Defined 

Areas of Depot Test

The majority of the Council’s depot test checks the fitness of the vehicle against the MOT standard. The remainder are Council defined standards and are listed below. Generally the failure of a vehicle to pass the depot test will result in the £50 retest fee being imposed, however, the below table sets out which areas will not be charged.

1) Spare tyre

	Method of Inspection

a) Of same size

b) Of correct pressure

c) Capable of being used legally on the road with that vehicle 

NOTE: some vehicles with run flat tyres are exempt from carrying spare tyres.
	Reason for Test Failure

a) Not of same size

b) Incorrect pressure

c) Incapable of being used legally on the road with that vehicle
	Chargeable?

a) Yes

b) Yes

c) Yes


2) Luggage / Load Space

	Method of Inspection

a) Clean and tidy


	Reason for Test Failure

a) Possibility that luggage will be soiled/damaged by contents or lack of cleanliness of luggage space.

b) Luggage cannot be stored due to clutter in luggage space.
	Chargeable?
a) No

b)
No


3) Speedometer

	Method of Inspection

a) Speedometer is fitted

b) Condition of speedometer

c) Speedometer can be illuminated
	Reason for Test Failure

a) Speedometer is not fitted.

b) Speedometer not complete or clearly inoperative, or dial glass broken or missing.

c) Speedometer cannot be illuminated
	Chargeable?
a) Yes

b) Yes

c)
Yes


4) Windows & Windscreens

	Method of Inspection

a) All windows capable of being operated to manufacturer’s specification.

b) All windows and windscreen to be free of cracks and stone chips.


	Reason for Test Failure

a) All windows cannot be operated as per manufacturer’s specification either electrically or manually. It is not good enough for only the driver to be capable of operating electric windows.

b) If any window or the windscreen has at least one stone chip or crack of any size.
	Chargeable?
a) Yes

b)
No


5) Operation of Doors

	Method of Inspection

a) All passenger doors can be opened properly with correct door stay in place.

b) All passenger doors can be closed without undue effort


	Reason for Test Failure

a) 
Failure of locking mechanism. No door stay in place or not operating properly. Undue effort needed to open any door or door is misaligned.

b)
Undue effort needed to close any door or door is misaligned.
	Chargeable?
a) Yes

b) 
Yes


6) Interior Condition / Cleanliness

	Method of Inspection

a) Interior clean and tidy.


	Reason for Test Failure

a) 
Interior untidy/dirty. 

b)
Passenger clothes likely to be soiled.
	Chargeable?
a) No

b) No


7) Check for evidence of smoking

	Method of Inspection

a) Check for evidence of smoking.


	Reason for Test Failure

a) 
Vehicle smelling of cigarette/cigar smoke or evidence of ash or cigarette/cigar butts in car. 
	Chargeable?
a) No




8) General

	Method of Inspection

a) Bodywork

b) Jack, Wheel brace

c) Fire Extinguisher

d) First Aid Kit

e) Taxi Meter

f) Hackney Carriage Roof Sign
g) Mirrors (internal & external)
	Reason for Test Failure

a) Not in good condition

b) Missing or unserviceable

c) Missing or unserviceable

d) Missing or unserviceable

e) Uncalibrated

f) Missing or unserviceable
g)
Cracked, missing or inoperable as per manufacturers intentions
	Chargeable?
a) No

b) No

c) No

d) No

e) No

f) No

g)
No


