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     LANDLORDS EXCHANGE

MINUTES
16 September 2009
6.00PM
Present:   Council Employees:    
Tony Cawthorne, Minna Haines,  
Lynne Jones, Natalie Watts, Gavin Pole


 
Signed in:

Mr & Mrs B King, Sarah Hannat, , 

Mr & Mrs M Westwood, Mr Rajput, Joshua Adams, Peter Williams Chanot, Helen Kent, Rebecca Howland, Janet Allen, Simon Goodenough, George McDonald, Mr & Mrs King



Visitors:

Michael Kaiser, Loughborough Police







John Inkley, Advanced Solutions







Christine Darvill, National Landlords Association



1. Refreshments.

2. Meeting opened by Tony Cawthorne.    Tony nominated to chair the meeting.
3. Meet and greet  - speakers and staff introduced.
4.
Presentation -  Michael Kaiser, Loughborough based Crime Reduction Officer, gave a presentation on security of a property.   Leaflets were left and should anyone require any original copies they are to contact Lynne Jones.  60% of all break-ins are from rear ground floor windows. Window locks are a cheap and effective deterrent.  The Police would like to see all landlords on an Accredited scheme as they would then know they were good landlords.
Question:     Is it a good idea to change locks when tenants leave.   

Answer:        Did not know of this being done. 

Reaction:      Many at the Exchange thought this was a good idea.

The Police website, www.leics.police.uk, has a page showing the hot spots for burglary in all areas.  Drugs play a part in a lot for crime and break-ins looking for small items.
There has been a spate of car key thefts.    A property with an alarm and/or locked side gate will deter a burglar who is looking for a quick getaway.


Presentation -   John Inkley, Independent Financial Advisor, discussed the current credit crunch with regards to Mortgages but said lending had risen significantly.  All mortgages are now risk rated and at least 25% deposit is requested.  Advice also given on mortgage rates.

Presentation -    Christine Darvill, NLA and landlord gave an overview of work of the NLA.  They are campaigning against LRA to get this paid straight to the landlord.  

She also discussed the current rise in cannabis growing and warned against taking money up front for say six months rent and the tenants not wanting you to visit.
5. Discussion – Tony Cawthorne explained DHIP, Decent Homes Intervention Programme. This is operating on a street by street approach currently saturating Park Road, parts of London Road, Victoria Road, Albert Road, Speedwell Close, Hawthorn Close and Wheststone Drive. Grants available in just this DHIP zone to include Landlord, Empty Property, Home Repair, Renovation Grants.
Gavin Pole showed the website, which is now up and running.  There is a page on the site advertising properties to let us by Landlords and even some Letting Agents.  Landlords are requested that any properties advertised are considered to be let to tenants on benefits.  To date over 100 people have been housed.  There are a lot of tenants on benefits through no fault of there own and do make really good tenants.  Some agents advertise properties they cannot rent or sell.  One of these was let within three days.

Properties are inspected before they are put on the site.
The site also has answers to questions asked by both tenants and landlords and should your query not be on there then e-mail Gavin and he will get it posted on the web.

6. 
Any other Business:       Raise profile with information regarding the tenant deposit scheme.

7.
Date of next meeting:     Wednesday 24th February 2010   -   6pm – 8pm
