NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

CATEGORISATION OF DEFECTS

HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES

This document, amended with the permission of the Vehicle and Operators Services Agency, shows the various defects a hackney carriage and private hire vehicle could exhibit when presented for a Depot test.

It should be read in conjunction with the documentation used to introduce the retest fee. Drivers who present vehicles that fail either their 6 month, renewal or initial licensing Depot inspection will almost certainly be required to pay a re-test fee. The mechanic’s Depot inspection document has been amended to show whether the re-test fee is required and a specimen copy can be supplied or downloaded from the Council’s taxi web site.

As well as having to pay a re-test fee a vehicle may have its plate removed if it is undergoing a 6 monthly or renewal Depot inspection and is presented in a dangerous condition. The removal of the plate is a public protection measure aimed at preventing the public from travelling in an unroadworthy vehicle. All the Council’s depot mechanics are duly authorised to remove plates from licensed vehicles should they pose a road safety risk. Without the relevant plate a vehicle cannot be used as hackney carriage or private hire vehicle until the defect has been repaired and the vehicle passes a further Depot inspection.

As an aide memoire to operators and drivers this document has been produced to show which vehicle defects will result in the plate being removed. Each listed defect will show the abbreviations ‘I’, ‘D’ or ‘IN’. ‘D’ and ‘IN’ are of no relevance and can be safely disregarded, however, all defects showing ‘I’ will result in the vehicle’s plate being removed. Where the depot mechanics have removed a plate they will note down the corresponding Defect Code on the depot inspection document. That code can be compared to the defects in this document.
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Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 1

and Light Goods Vehicles
Engine and Associated Equipment

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Engine Security

Engine mounting fractured, deteriorated or insecure

Oil Leaks

Oil leak from engine/assemblies

Fuel Tank and System
Fuel tank or other system components insecure

Fuel leakage from (specify source)

Fuel tank filler cap and/or sealing arrangement missing/defective

Fuel pipe damaged/chafed/insecure 


	Engine detachment imminent 

Otherwise than above

Continuous flow

Dripping giving rise to a patch in excess of 75mm diameter in 5 minutes (See Note 1)

Otherwise than above 

Detachment imminent 

Significantly insecure 

Otherwise than above

Continuous fuel leak or a leak constituting a fire risk or a hazard to other road users

Significant leak (See Note 4) 

Otherwise than above

Such as to permit fuel spillage and cause a hazard to the vehicle and/ or other road users (See Notes 2 and 3)

Otherwise than above 

Likely to fracture or leak 

Otherwise than above


	I / 1.1

IN

I / 1.2

D

IN

I / 1.3

D

IN

I / 1.4

D

IN

I / 1.5

IN

D

IN
	1. When considering several leaks, due regard must be given to the cumulative effect which could justify prohibition action.

2. If any fuel leak or spillage is likely to constitute a fire risk, or present a hazard to other road users, an immediate prohibition must be issued.

3. Fabricated and 'emergency' caps are acceptable provided they function effectively. Use of rags etc in place of a fuel cap must be regarded as a defect.

4. In the case of diesel fuel only a significant leak is dripping giving rise to a patch in excess of 75mm in 5 minutes. When considering several leaks, due regard must be given to the cumulative effect, which could justify prohibition action.
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Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 1

and Light Goods Vehicles
Engine and Associated Equipment

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Exhaust System

Exhaust system

incomplete/ insecure/leaking

Exhaust silencer holed, missing or modified

Exhaust Emission

Exhaust emitting excessive smoke (see Notes 5 and 6)

Exhaust emitting excessive levels of pollutants (see Notes 5 and 6)


	Fumes likely to enter vehicle interior or detachment imminent

Significant deterioration

Does not reduce the noise emitted to a reasonable level
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Sufficient to obscure vision or likely to cause danger to other road. Users

Smoke levels exceed annual test standard by more than 10%, or continuous haze which tends to obscure vision

Exceeding the annual test limits by 10% or less or continuous haze, any colour

Sufficient to obscure vision or likely to cause danger to other road users

Emission levels exceed the annual test standard by more than 10%, or tends to obscure vision

Exceeding the annual test limits by 10% or less or continuous haze, any colour

Continuous emission of dense blue or clearly visible black smoke at idle


	I / 1.6

D

D

I / 1.7

D

IN

I / 1.8

D

IN

D
	5. Petrol Engines: A visual assessment of exhaust smoke can be made on all vehicles. The prescribed limits for the various exhaust emission

components, requiring an exhaust gas analyser to measure, are to be applied to vehicles first used on or after 1 August 1975.

The appropriate procedures and standards as set out in the relevant Inspection Manual will be applied according to the age and class of vehicle. For prohibition issue, where an analyser is used, a margin of 10% will be added to all prescribed limits.

6. Diesel Engines: A visual

assessment of exhaust smoke can be made on all vehicles. As with

vehicles with petrol engines, a 10% margin will also be allowed above the statutory limits. The Light Absorption Coefficient Scale used for diesel exhaust smoke, being logarithmic, results in the standards for delayed prohibition of >3.7m-1 for turbocharged, and >3.0m4 for naturally aspirated engines.
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Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 1

and Light Goods Vehicles
Engine and Associated Equipment

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Speed Limiter (see Note 7)

Speed limiter missing/disconnected

Speed limiter not restricting the vehicle to its legal maximum

Speed limiter plate missing/defective

Speed limiter tamperproof device missing/ defective/ showing evidence of disturbance

Any interrupter device fitted to the vehicle in contravention of the requirements


	Evidence of intent to circumvent the speed restrictions

Unintentional non-compliance

Evidence of intent to circumvent the speed restrictions

Unintentional non-compliance but applicable
restricted speeds clearly exceeded (>10kph)

Unintentional non-compliance but evidence that applicable speed limit is being generally complied with (margin <10kph)

-

-

-
	I / 1.9

D

I / 1.10

I / 1.11

D

IN

D

I / .12
	7. *If applicable to vehicle type and when first used.

a) Unintentional non-compliance will include those instances provided for in regulation where the speed limiter has become defective during its current journey even if the driver is aware. Providing the available evidence indicates the driver is generally complying with the applicable speed within 10 kph delayed prohibition action will be appropriate.

b) Some speed limiters do not require the fitting of external tamperproof devices. Action must only be taken where there is clear evidence that a device has been disturbed/removed or is defective.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 2

and Light Goods Vehicles
Transmission

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Drive/Propeller Shafts

Drive/ propeller shaft damaged

Universal joint excessively worn, flange cracked or insecure on the drive/ propeller shaft (See Note 1)

Drive/ propeller shaft flange bolts loose/ missing

Drive/ propeller shaft carrier bearing badly, worn, damaged or mounting insecure

Front Wheel Drive Shafts Only

CV joint or shaft coupling excessively worn. CV gaiter split, missing or insecure.


	Bent, fouling or fractured and failure imminent

Other significant damage 

Otherwise than above 

Failure or detachment likely 

Significantly defective 

Otherwise than above

Shaft likely to become detached

Other significant insecurity 

Otherwise than above 

Failed or failure imminent 

Other significant defect 

Otherwise than above

Bearings collapsed or excessively worn, splines excessively worn or coupling/joint seriously deteriorated and failure imminent

Significantly deteriorated component 

Otherwise than above


	I / 2.1

D

IN

I / 2.2

D

IN

I / 2.3

D

IN

I / 2.4

D

IN

I / 2.5

D

IN
	1. Prohibition action for excessive wear of universal joint is only justified when radial movement indicates that needle roller bearings are missing from one or more cups.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 3

and Light Goods Vehicles
Running Gear

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Road Wheels and Hubs (See Note 2a)

Missing Wheels(s)

Wheel fractured or welding breaking away

Wheel hub fractured

Wheel stud holes elongated / damaged

Wheel stud or nut missing / loose/ fractured / not clamping or fully locating in taper

Tyre retaining ring abutting / fractured (see Note 2)

Wheel seriously distorted

Wheel embellisher protruding or insecure


	-

Failure imminent (see Note 1)

Otherwise than above 

Failure or detachment imminent

Otherwise than above

If visible with wheel nuts in place or detachment likely

Any stud holes severely worn / elongated

More than one wheel nut / stud is missing, loose, fractured or obviously not clamping or locating in road wheel taper

Otherwise than above

The ring is visibly displaced from its seating and total displacement is imminent

Affecting steering or vehicle stability

Otherwise than above

Sharp edges / points exposed, likely to cause injury or detachment imminent 

Otherwise than above


	I / 3.1

I / 3.2

D

I / 3.3

D

I / 3.4

D

I / 3.5

D

I / 3.6

I / 3.7

IN

I / 3.8

IN
	1. Fracture at the bridge over the valve is not considered a reason for action.

2. On certain wheels, abutting with slight displacement is acceptable.
2a.
For spigot mounted wheels see IM6 Part 1.



Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 3

and Light Goods Vehicles
Running Gear

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Road Wheels and Hubs

Half shaft bolt/nuts/studs loose or missing

Incompatible wheel fitted

Spare wheel

Spare wheel fractured/ badly distorted/ stud holes elongated

Tyres

The nominal size, ply rating or load index/speed rating of any tyre is below that appropriate for the vehicle. A tyre marked with a speed rating letter within the range A to K (See Notes 3 and 4)

Tyres of different types/ nominal sizes/ aspect ratio fitted on the same axle

Radial ply tyres fitted to front axle and crossply or bias belted to rear axle or bias belted to front axle and crossply to rear axle

A tyre not fitted in accordance with the manufacturers instructions


	Loss of drive likely 

Otherwise than above

Fouling other components where failure of the wheel or affected component is likely

Otherwise than above

-

Tyre obviously overloaded 

Otherwise than above

Tyres of different type (ie crossply or radial) fitted

One tyre is of a different nominal size or aspect ratio from those on the same axle (See Notes 3 and 4)

(See Note 6)

(See Note 4a)


	I / 3.9

IN

I / 3.10

IN

IN

I / 3.11

D

I / 3.12

D

I / 3.13

IN
	3. Manufacturer supplied 'temporary use' spares ('Space-Savers') are acceptable.

4. Private buses/ restricted speed vehicles are permitted 'J' or 'K' rated tyres provided they are of suitable capacity following deduction of any load penalty.

4a. For example tyres with a directional tread pattern incorrectly fitted. 

5. It cannot be assumed that, because either tyre on a twin wheel is not in contact with the ground when the vehicle is stationary on a level surface, there is a difference in nominal size.


Unless marked otherwise, "standard" car tyres have a nominal aspect ratio of 82%. These can be safely mixed with tyres with an aspect ratio of 80%.

6. This does not apply to vehicles with twin or extra wide tyres on the rear axle, or to tyres manufactured for (and fitted to) engineering plant. It also does not apply to vehicles with a maximum speed not exceeding 30mph.


Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 3

and Light Goods Vehicles
Running Gear

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Tyres

Tyre walls in contact

Tyre bulging

Tyre has a break in the fabric or deep cut (See Notes 9a and 9b)

Tyre seriously under inflated or incorrectly seated on the wheel rim


	Caused by under inflation or incorrect wheel fitting

Caused by separation or partial failure of its structure (See Note 8)

Body cords damaged

Cut 25mm or longer exposing body cords 

Breaker cords damaged in the tread area 

Breaker cords exposed in the tread area 

Otherwise than above (See Note 9)

Likely to affect steering or, if laden, overload the other tyre on a twin fitment

Otherwise than above


	IN

I / 3.14

I / 3.15

D

D

IN

IN

I / 3.16

IN
	7. Recut tyres are permitted on

· motor vehicles of unladen weight exceeding 3050kg, between 2540kg and 3050kg if fitted to wheel rims exceeding 405mm (16") diameter, and

· trailers of unladen weight exceeding 1020kg (2290kg total weight for fixed plant carriers).

8. Bulging includes any lifting of the tread rubber and must not be confused with undulations which could be present due to manufacturing imperfections.

9. The body cords are those extending from bead to bead.

Although damage to such cords has a different effect on tyres of radial and cross ply construction, the problems of differentiation are very complex

and the stated standards must be applied.

Body cords must not be confused with the breaker cords in the tread area. The consequence of damage to breaker cords is not generally so severe. For this reason the different action is recommended.

9a. Cuts which are deep enough to reach the body cords or ply but are less than 25mm or 10% of the

section width, whichever is the greater, and have not damaged or exposed the body cords or ply do not breach the legal requirements for tyres.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 3

and Light Goods Vehicles
Running Gear

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Tyres

Tyre tread worn beyond legal limit (See Note 10)

Tyre fouling

Recut tyre fitted to a vehicle which should not have a recut tyre

Spare Tyre

Spare tyre bulging/fabric cut/fabric exposed/tread worn below the legal limit

Axles, Stub Axles and Wheel Bearings

Excessive lift in stub axles or swivel joints

Axle or Stub axle fractured or 

Distorted

Excessive free play or roughness in wheel bearings (See also 'King Pins', Section 6)


	Depth of tread is not at least 1.6mm throughout a continuous band (excluding tie-bars) situated in the central three-quarters of the breadth of tread, around the entire circumference on

· any tyre on a steered axle, or

· 50% or more of the total number of
tyres fitted to non-steered axles

Otherwise than above

The base of any groove of the original tread pattern is not clearly visible (see Note 11)

Tyre damaged and / or likely to fail 

Otherwise than above

Fitted to a vehicle on which recut tyres are not permitted (See Note 7)

-

Evidence of collapse of bearings/joints or

loss of shims

Otherwise than above (See Note 12)

Fractured

Otherwise than above

Likely to collapse 

Otherwise than above
	I / 3.17

D

IN

I / 3.18

IN

IN

IN

I / 3.19

D

I / 3.20

D

I / 3.21

IN
	9b. "Exposed" for this purpose means the cords are visible or it can be established that they are exposed with the use of a probe.

10. For tyre tread requirements for vehicles with more than 8

passenger seats and goods vehicles with a gross vehicle weight

exceeding 3500kg GDW consult Part 1 of this document.

11. "Original tread pattern" means

a. in the case of a retreaded tyre, the tread pattern immediately after the tyre was retreaded

b. in the case of a wholly recut tyre, the manufacturer's recut tread pattern.

c. in the case of a partially recut tyre, on the part that has been recut, the manufacturer's recut tread pattern, and on the other part, the tread pattern when the tyre was new.

d. in the case of any other tyre, the tread pattern when the tyre was new.

Note: Grooves which wear out before the main grooves and other minor features such as sipes, small lateral extensions to the circumferential grooves and minor lateral grooving on the shoulders are to be disregarded when considering

whether the "original tread pattern" is visible.

12.  As a general guide, the lift in a stub axle would normally be considered  excessive if greater than 1.6mm.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 4

and Light Goods Vehicles
Suspension

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Springs

Spring leaf fractured

Spring weak

Spring leaves displaced/distorted/ damaged/ repaired by welding

Spring centre bolt broken or missing

Spring clips loose, missing or broken

Spring holding down bolts loose or missing

Coil spring incorrectly located, spring fractured or mounting loose


	Main leaf fractured or more than half of the intermediate leaves broken

Otherwise than above

Bodywork fouling or is likely to foul road wheels if vehicle were laden or seriously affecting vehicle's stability and/or control

Otherwise than above

Control of vehicle likely to be affected or failure of the spring imminent

Otherwise than above

-

-

Axle moving relative to spring 

Otherwise than above

Detachment imminent/safe control of vehicle likely to be affected

Otherwise than above


	I / 4.1

D

I / 4.2

IN

I / 4.3

IN

I / 4.4

IN

I / 4.5

D

I / 4.6

D


	


Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 4

and Light Goods Vehicles
Suspension

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Anchor / Shackle Pins

A suspension anchor/ shackle pin missing/ sheared

Anchor/shackle pin and/or bush excessively worn

A suspension anchor/shackle pin insecure in its, bracket

A suspension anchor/shackle pin locking device missing/ ineffective/

insecurely fitted


	(See Note 1)

Diametric clearance in excess of one third of pin diameter

Significantly worn

Otherwise than above (See Note 1) 

Pin displaced

Significantly loose

Otherwise than above (See Note 1) 

Missing or ineffective

Insecurely fitted (See Note 1)


	I /4.7

I / 4.8

D

IN

I / 4.9

D

IN

I / 4.10

D


	1. This inspection is also applicable to the pins and bushes locating independent suspension arms and  

            balance beam and linkage pivots.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 4

and Light Goods Vehicles
Suspension

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Spring Brackets

Spring slipper bracket excessively worn/ fractured/ not securely fixed/ rebound pin missing

Spring anchor bracket insecure/
fractured or otherwise defective

Spring bracket or mounting loose/ fractured/seriously weakened by damage or corrosion

Torsion Bars

Torsion bar fractured/distorted

Torsion bar anchorage loose

Bonded Units

A bonded attachment

insecure/ fractured/ seriously weakened due to damage/ corrosion or failure of bonding element


	Spring displaced from slipper bracket 

Otherwise than above (See Note 3)

Detachment or failure imminent

Fractured or relative movement between bracket and chassis

Any one nut, bolt or rivet missing/insecure(See Note 2)

Detachment imminent

Otherwise than above (See Note 2)

Fracture, displacement or distortion adversely affecting directional control

Otherwise than above

Detachment imminent or affecting vehicle control or axle location

Otherwise than above

Failure imminent 

Otherwise than above
	I / 4.11

D

I / 4.12

D

IN

I / 4.13

D

I / 4.14

D

I / 4.15

D

I / 4.16

D
	2. When some types of spring attachment bracket or suspension bracket are fitted there could be

       more holes in the bracket than holes in the chassis. This would not be a reason for action.

3. Delayed action only where a slipper is worn to the extent that it could, at the time of the inspection, clearly affect the movement or 

       correct location of the road spring or has allowed the spring leaf to damage the chassis.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 4

and Light Goods Vehicles
Suspension

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Air Suspension

An air suspension unit or pipes displaced/damaged/fouling other components/ seriously deteriorated/leaking air

Suspension Arms/ Linkages/ Sub-frames

An arm, linkage or subframe

fractured/ displaced/ insecure/ distorted/ seriously weakened by corrosion damage or wear/ is adjustable and has a loose adjustment or its locking device is insecure or missing.

Radius arm insecure

Shock Absorbers

Shock absorber missing/loose/fractured/ malfunctioning

Shock absorber leaking


	Failure imminent 

Otherwise than above

Fracture, displacement or distortion adversely affecting directional control or failure imminent

Otherwise than above

Detachment imminent or likely to affect steering

Otherwise than above

Missing, detachment imminent or likely to affect steering

Otherwise than above


	I / 4.17

D

I / 4.18

D

I / 4.19

D

I / 4.20

D

IN
	



Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 4

and Light Goods Vehicles
Suspension

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Anti-roll bars

Anti-roll bar/stabiliser missing

Anti-roll bar/stabiliser insecure

Suspension Displacers

Any hydro-pneumatic suspension displacer unit, pipes or hoses leaking

Displacers, pipes or mountings weakened by corrosion

General

Fracture, serious distortion or excessive corrosion in a load bearing member within 30cm of any suspension component mounting


	Missing (if a standard fitting) 

Detachment imminent

Otherwise than above

Excessive leakage indicating failure, or failure imminent

Otherwise than above

Failure imminent

Otherwise than above

Failure or detachment imminent

Otherwise than above


	I / 4.21

I / 4.22

IN

I / 4.23

D

I / 4.24

D

I / 4.25

D
	


Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Controls

Hand brake lever/foot brake pedal fractured/incomplete/ seized/ insecure

Hand brake lever/ foot brake pedal travel impeded/cannot be readily operated

Excessive side play in hand brake lever

Insufficient reserve travel on hand brake lever/foot brake pedal

Hand brake lever pawl and/or ratchet worn

Foot brake pedal antislip provision / missing / loose/ deteriorated / worn smooth (See Note 1)

Foot brake pedal "creeps" to floor (See Note 2)

Foot brake pedal excessively "spongy" indicating a fault in the system (See Note 2)


	Fails to fulfil its function or failure imminent 

Otherwise than above

Cannot be operated satisfactorily 

Otherwise than above

Failure imminent or could inadvertently disengage

Otherwise than above 

Brake efficiency impaired 

Otherwise than above

Lever cannot be set or could inadvertently disengage

Otherwise than above

Pad about to become detached or level of grip offered affected

Otherwise than above

-

Brake efficiency impaired 

Otherwise than above


	I / 5.1

D

I / 5.2

D

I / 5.3

IN

I / 5.4

D

I / 5.5

IN

D

IN

I / 5.6

I / 5.7

D


	1. The provision of a pedal rubber which is itself of an anti-slip material is not to be regarded as defective if its design pattern is worn smooth.

2. Defect might not apply to vehicles equipped with full air/vacuum or continuous flow hydraulic braking systems.

For power assisted systems the engine might need to be running to do these checks.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Controls

Brake hand valve fractured/damaged/ insecure

Brake hand control valve cannot be moved over its original full travel or cannot be retained in the on or off positions

Parking brake hand valve lever cannot be set

Warning Systems

Warning gauge/flag/light missing/not functioning/ not visible

Warning gauge not illuminated

Warning buzzer inoperative

Anti lock brake warning light sequence inoperative/ incorrect

Air/Vacuum Assistance

Air/vacuum assistance not working. Compressor or vacuum pump insecure or drive system missing or defective

	If not functional

Otherwise than above

-

-

Where only one such device is fitted

Otherwise than above

(See Notes 3, 4 and 5)

Function not readily visible during the hours of darkness (See Notes 3, 4 and 5)

(See Notes 3, 4 and 5)

-

-
	I / 5.8

D

I / 5.9

I / 5.10

I / 5.11

IN

IN

IN

D

I / 5.12
	3.    If a vehicle has a reservoir that is  integral with the servo unit and has no other reservoir and no warning device is fitted, this is not automatically a reason for action since some systems need not have a warning device.

4.    Vehicles used from 1 April 1983 can be fitted with either a visual warning device or an audible device. If both are fitted only one need work. Vehicles first used before 1 April 1983 must be fitted with a visual warning

      device. If an audible warning device is also fitted this is considered to be an addition to the mandatory  requirement.

5.   Items under Warning Systems apply to all vehicles registered on or after 1 October 1937, except vehicles under  3,050kg unladen and

· fitted with a vacuum reservoir 

          coupled direct to the induction

          manifold of the engine or

· a reservoir in a servo unit.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Air/Vacuum Assistance 

Insufficient reserve of air/vacuum

Loss of air/vacuum

Air/vacuum build up slow

Actuators

Air/vacuum actuator insecure/ damaged/ fractured/ excessively corroded/incorrectly fitted

Excess travel of brake actuator


	Insufficient pressure or vacuum to give - assistance for two or more applications of the brakes after the warning device has operated (See Note 6)

Pressure/vacuum cannot be sustained with engine running just above idling speed with or without brakes applied

Otherwise than above

Warning device fails to cease operating or gauge does not reach 3.1kg/ sq cm (45 psi/3 bar/310 kPa) within 6 minutes or 25 to 30cm vacuum in 2 minutes

Warning device fails to cease operating or gauge does not reach 3.1kg/ sq cm (45 psi/3 bar/310 kPa) within 3 minutes or 25 to 30cm vacuum in 1 minute (See Note 6)

Failed or failure imminent 

Otherwise than above 

Brake efficiency impaired 

Excess amount of travel 

Otherwise than above


	IN

I / 5.13

D

I / 5.14

D

I / 5.15

D

I / 5.16

D

IN
	6. 
If the vacuum gauge has no warning mark, take the 25 to 30cm mark as the warning mark. Some vehicles do not have gauges or warning devices.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Servos

Brake servo insecure

Brake servo damaged/ incorrectly fitted/ fractured/ excessively corroded

Excessive travel of brake servo

Servo losing vacuum

Inlet manifold vacuum servo assistance inoperative/vacuum pipe defective

Brake Travel/Adjustment Indicators

Brake piston/diaphragm travel indicator missing/ inoperative.

Brake adjustment indicator shows that brake adjustment is necessary


	Detached or detachment imminent 

Otherwise than above

Failed or failure imminent 

Otherwise than above

Brake efficiency impaired

Otherwise than above

Vacuum cannot be sustained with engine running above idling speed and brake applied

Otherwise than above

Brake efficiency impaired

Otherwise than above (See Note 7)

(See Note 8)

Brake efficiency impaired

Otherwise than above


	I / 5.17

D

I / 5.18

D

I / 5.19

IN

I / 5.20

D

I / 5.21

D

IN

I / 5.22

D
	7.   Only applicable to vehicles equipped

      with a brake servo-system powered

      from the engine inlet manifold.

8.   Brake actuators or servos in which

      the travel cannot be visually assessed

     are often fitted with a device that

     indicates the extent of travel of the

     piston or diaphragm.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Brake Valves

Brake valve inoperative (specify component)

Brake valve insecure (specify component)

Brake valve damaged/fractured/ excessively corroded (specify component)

Brake valve leaking

Load sensing valve seized, linkage defective, missing or out of adjustment

Excessive oil/contaminant discharge from brake valves

Air/Vacuum Reservoir

Brake air/vacuum reservoir

damaged/ excessively corroded/ insecure


	-

Detached or detachment imminent and/or likely to cause leakage at connection

Insecurity due to weakness or failure of supporting structure (See Note 9)

To an extent that renders the valve inoperative or failure imminent

Otherwise than above

Leakage such that pressure or vacuum cannot be sustained with engine running just above idling speed

Otherwise than above

Clearly not able to function as intended (See Note 10)

Otherwise than above

-

About to become detached or failure imminent

Otherwise than above


	I / 5.23

I / 5.24

D

I / 5.25

IN

I / 5.26

D

I / 5.27

IN

I / 5.28

D
	 9.    Minor valves may not be supported.

10.  Faults, particularly those concerning

        the free movement of valves,

        are often difficult to positively detect. If

        examiners are in any doubt about

        the existence of a defect the IN

        option must be used.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Hydraulic Systems

Brake master cylinder/ reservoir/ wheel cylinder/ calliper insecure

Brake master cylinder/ wheel cylinder/ calliper damaged/ incorrectly fitted/ fractured/ severely corroded/

reservoir cap missing

Brake fluid leaking from ... (specify source)

Warning/light missing/ not functioning.

Brake warning buzzer inoperative (See Note 11)

Hydraulic pressure build-up slow (See Note 11)

Hydraulic cylinder mounting insecure 

(See Notes 9, 10 and 12)


	Detached or detachment imminent 

Otherwise than above

Failed or failure imminent 

Otherwise than above

Obvious leak leading to brake failure or presenting risk of fire

Otherwise than above

If only means of warning

Otherwise than above

Warning device fails to cease operating within 6 minutes

Warning device fails to cease operating within 4 minutes

Detached or detachment imminent 

Otherwise than above


	I / 5.29

D

I / 5.30

D

I / 5.31

IN

I / 5.32

IN

I / 5.33

D

I / 5.34

D
	11.    Defects apply to continuous flow 

        hydraulic braking systems.

12.    Fully floating cylinders must not be

       confused with insecure cylinders.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Hydraulic Systems

Absence of hydraulic brake fluid from reservoir or fluid level dangerously low

Mechanical Components

Any brake component excessively worn/ corroded/ fractured/ reduced in diameter/ number of strands reduced (specify component)

Any retaining/locking device missing/ loose (specify component)

Brake lining/pad missing/excessively worn/ insecure
	Reservoir empty

Fluid level clearly below the minimum level indication

Otherwise than above

Failed or failure imminent

Serious reduction of strength /excessively worn or displaced

Otherwise than above

Retaining device missing or detached

Retaining device insecure or locking device missing or insecure

Missing, detached or braking efficiency impaired

Linings worn to excess

Brake wear warning device activated 

Otherwise than above


	I / 5.35

D

IN

I / 5.36

D

IN

I / 5.37

D

I / 5.38

D

IN

IN
	



Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Mechanical Components

Severely contaminated pad/lining material

Brake disc fractured/ excessively worn/ pitted/ insert insecure (See Note 13a)

Brake drum fractured/ excessively worn

i (See Note 13a)

Any component seized/ restricted/ fouling/ excessive travel (specify component)

Brake backplate/ disc loose

Abnormal movement of levers indicating maladjustment (See Note 14)


	Braking efficiency impaired (See Note 13)

Where contamination is clearly evident and likely to effect performance but brake test equipment not available to confirm

Otherwise than above 

Failed or failure imminent

A fracture extending through the surface into the ventilation cavity

Otherwise than above 

Failed or failure imminent 

Drum fractured through 

Otherwise than above 

Brake efficiency impaired 

Otherwise than above 

Brake efficiency impaired 

Otherwise than above 

Brake efficiency impaired 

Otherwise than above


	I / 5.39

D

IN

I / 5.40

D

IN

I / 5.41

D

IN

I / 5.42

D

I / 5.43

D

I / 5.44

D
	13. When immediate action is taken

this must be reinforced with evidence

that the efficiency is impaired, ie.

brake test result or, in the case of adjustment, clearly no reserve

travel.

 13a.   Surface cracks on brake discs and

            drums are a normal feature which

            should be ignored.

14. Excess travel means when there

          is no reserve travel left or the

         amount of movement clearly

         demonstrates that the point at

          which adjustment was necessary

         has been exceeded.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	ABS Components

Any component forming part of an anti-lock braking system missing/ damaged/ disconnected/ malfunctioning

Brake Pipes and Hoses

Brake pipe excessively chafed or damaged

Brake pipe corroded

Brake pipe inadequately clipped/ supported

Brake pipe fouling (specify component fouled)


	Such that the ABS system is rendered inoperative or spurious signals are given

Otherwise than above

Failed or failure imminent

Otherwise than above (See Note 14a) 

Failed or failure imminent

Deeply pitted and weakened 

Otherwise than above 

Failed or failure imminent 

Significantly insecure 

Otherwise than above 

Failed or failure imminent 

Otherwise than above
	D

IN

I / 5.45

D

I / 5.46

D

IN

I / 5.47

D

IN

I / 5.48

D
	14a. Minor damage that is unlikely to get worse can be ignored.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Brake Pipes and Hoses

Brake hose chafed/deteriorated/ stretched/ bulging/ kinked! twisted/ fouling /exposed to excessive heat

Brake pipe/ hose/ coupling/ connection leaking (specify component)

Additional Braking Devices/ Retarders / Exhaust Brakes

Not working/ missing

A device or component insecure/ damaged/contaminated/leaking gas or oil

Wiring chafed/insecure/ poor condition


	Failed or failure imminent

Otherwise than above (See Note 14a)

Any positive hydraulic leak

Leakage such that pressure or vacuum cannot be sustained with engine running just above idling speed

Otherwise than above

(See Note 15)

Likely to become detached, fire hazard or continuous oil leak

Oil leakage in excess of 75mm diameter patch in 5 minutes

Fire hazard

Otherwise than above
	I / 5.49

D

I / 5.50

I / 5.51

D

D

I / 5.52

D

I / 5.53

IN
	15. Where legally required to be fitted (see vehicle technical record if appropriate).



Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Service Brake Operation and Performance

Service brake does not operate on every road wheel

Service brake efficiency low

Service brake unbalanced

Service brake binding excessively

Service brake 'grabbing' or 'juddering'


	-

Performance does not meet prescribed C&U requirements (specify)

A malfunction indicated by abnormally low effort in excess of the annual test imbalance criteria (See Note 17)

Performance below normal expectation (See Note 16)

Marked deviation from straight path when brakes applied

Otherwise than above

Severely overheated and either failure or fire likely

Otherwise than above

Such as to affect directional control 

Otherwise than above


	I / 5.54

I / 5.55

D

IN

I / 5.56

IN

I / 5.57

IN

I / 5.58

IN
	16. Examiners must, where possible, take into account the design or kerb weight of the vehicle as appropriate. Where vehicles are tested on a roller brake tester, the appropriate. Inspection Manual criteria must be used.

17. Action under this section is confined  to cases where the minimum efficiency prescribed in C&U is met

         but abnormally low effort is identified  indicating a serious brake malfunction.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 5

and Light Goods Vehicles
Brakes

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Parking Brake Operation and Performance

Parking brake does not operate on at least two road wheels (See Note 18)

Parking brake inefficient

Parking brake binding excessively

General

Fracture, serious distortion or excessive corrosion in main chassis, crossmember or load bearing panel within 30cm of a brake control mounting.


	-

Does not meet prescribed C&U requirements (specify)

Little or no braking effort on a roadwheel on which the brake is designed to operate (See Note 19)

Performance below normal expectation (See Note 19)

Severely overheated and either failure or fire likely

Otherwise than above

Failure or detachment imminent

Otherwise than above


	I / 5.59

I / 5.60

D

IN

I / 5.61

IN

I / 5.62

D
	18.   On a three-wheeled vehicle, the  parking brake needs to operate on only one wheel.

19.    Action under this section is confined to cases where the minimum efficiency prescribed in C&U is met

       but abnormally low effort is identified indicating a serious brake malfunction.


Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 6

and Light Goods Vehicles
Steering

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Steering Wheel and Column 

Excessive 'free' play at steering wheel

Steering wheel hub, rim or spokes insecure

Steering wheel hub, rim or spokes fractured

Steering wheel loose to column shaft

Steering wheel retaining device missing (specify device)

	Likely to impair directional control of the vehicle

Otherwise than above (See Notes 1 and 2) 

Detachment imminent

Otherwise than above

Failed or failure imminent or jagged edges likely to cut driver's hand

Otherwise than above (See Note 3)

-

-
	I / 6.1

D

I / 6.2

D

I / 6.3

D

I / 6.4

I / 6.5
	1.  The maximum permissible 'free' play on a steering wheel is as follows:

      If a point on the rim of the steering wheel moves without the road wheels moving for a distance of

· (except on rack and pinion steering) 1/5 of diameter of steering wheel, eg 76mm on a 380rrim diameter wheel.

· (on rack and pinion steering) 1/30 of diameter, eg 13mm on a 380mm diameter wheel. Free play of up to 1/8 of diameter, eg 48mm on a 380mm diameter wheel is acceptable where the steering wheel

        - is placed forward from rack and  pinion steering, and

· has a number of joints to the rack.

2.   Power steering must be checked with the engine running. While the power  steering pump is working but not

      providing hydraulic assistance, the steering wheel play is slightly greater than with manual steering systems.

3.  Cracks in the plastic covering of a spoke do not necessarily indicate that the spoke is fractured. Jagged edges on the rim of a steering wheel (eg due

     to cracks in plastic covering) are a reason for action only if they are likely  to cut the driver's hand.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 6

and Light Goods Vehicles
Steering

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Steering Wheel and Column

Excessive lift or movement of steering column

Steering column flexible coupling or universal joint deteriorated/wom/insecure

Steering wheel column adjuster defective 

Steering Box/Rack & Pinion (See Note 6) 

Steering stiff

Steering box/ rack noisy/ knocking

Steering box sector shaft twisted

Excessive lift/end float on sector shaft, bushes or splines

Excessive lift in steering rack

Steering gear housing fractured/ insecure/ damaged

Steering rack gaiter missing/split/damaged or displaced


	Abnormal movement indicating failure of component parts

Otherwise than above (See Notes 4 and 5) 

Failure imminent

Otherwise than above (See Notes 4 and 5)

Steering wheel column cannot be secured as required

Restricting operation

Obvious roughness 

Otherwise than above

Shaft visibly twisted

-

-

Any restriction, failure or detachment imminent

Otherwise than above

-
	I / 6.6

D

I / 6.7

D

I / 6.8

I / 6.9

D

IN

I / 6.10

D

D

I / 6.11

D

D


	4. Some vehicles have flexible top bearings for the steering column, in which case more than average movement is permissible.

5. 
In certain types of steering eg: those fitted with universal joints or flexible couplings, there could be a certain amount of movement present that is not due to wear.

6. 
If the vehicle is fitted with power steering the engine must be running when the steering is operated.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 6

and Light Goods Vehicles
Steering

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Steering Linkage 

Steering drop arm loose

Steering ball pin insecure

Steering ball pin grooved

Track rod/drag link loose/misaligned

Excessive movement in steering joint

Steering relay arm pivot excessively worn

Steering relay arm pivot housing/bracket fractured/ insecure

Steering arm loose


	If movement is such that failure is likely 

Excessive abnormal movement

Any insecurity

Diameter substantially reduced

Otherwise than above

Excessive movement between mating parts (See Note 7)

Slight movement (See Note 7)

Misaligned only

If joint in danger of separation

Excessive abnormal movement (See Note 7)

Otherwise than above 

Failure imminent

Otherwise than above

Failure or detachment imminent

Otherwise than above


Detachment imminent


Otherwise than above


	I / 6.12

D

I / 6.13

I / 6.14

IN

I / 6.15

D

IN

I / 6.16

D

IN

I / 6.17

D

I / 6.18

D

I /  6.19

D
	9. Some steering joints are spring loaded. The designed amount of movement must not be confused with 

       abnormal movement.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 6

and Light Goods Vehicles
Steering

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action / Defect Code
	Notes

	Steering Linkage

Steering component fractured/deformed/ insecure/ excessively corroded/ repaired by welding/fracture, serious distortion or excessive corrosion in a load bearing member within 30cm of mounting

(specify component)

Steering component fouling, or road wheels or tyres fouling/restricted in travel (specify component)

Steering retaining/locking device missing/insecure (specify component)

Power Steering

Power steering inoperative (malfuctioning or otherwise defective)

Pump insecure or it's drive system missing or defective

Power steering, ram anchor bracket or pump mounting fractured/insecure or otherwise defective

Power steering ram fluid pipes damaged

Power steering pipes fouling (specify part of vehicle being fouled)
	Failure or detachment imminent

Otherwise than above

Steering function impaired 

Otherwise than above

Retaining device missing or ineffective

Retaining device insecure or any locking device missing or insecure

Disconnected, inoperative or failure imminent (See Note 8)

Failure or detachment imminent

Otherwise than above

Failure or detachment imminent

Otherwise than above 

Steering function impaired 

Otherwise than above

Pipes damaged and likely to fail

Otherwise than above 
	I / 6.20

D

I / 6.21

D

I / 6.22

D

I / 6.23

I / 6.24

D

I / 6.25

D

I / 6.26

IN

I / 6.27

IN
	8.
If power steering is optional and removal has no adverse effect on the steering, no action should be taken.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 6

and Light Goods Vehicles
Steering

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Power Steering

Excessive fluid/air leakage from power steering (specify component)

Power steering ram joint excessively worn/spring very weak/spring broken

King Pins

Excessive wear of king pin and/or bushes or swivel joint or MacPherson strut assembly

King pin loose in axle beam or swivel joint worn/ insecure

King pin or swivel joint retaining device missing/ insecure


	Fluid/air leaking continuously, failure of power steering imminent

Contamination of materials so as to constitute a fire risk

Fluid leak in excess of 75mm diameter patch in 5 minutes

Otherwise than above

Joint in danger of separation, or detachment of ram imminent

Otherwise than above

Likely to affect steering or fail prematurely 

Otherwise than above (See Note 9)

Pin displaced or displacement or failure likely

Otherwise than above

Retaining device missing or detached 

Retaining device insecure


	I / 6.28

I / 6.29

D

IN

I / 6.30

D

I / 6.31

D

I / 6.32

D

I / 6.33

D
	1. It is not practicable to lay down precise limits, but the following is a guide to determine acceptable wear      at  king pins.

        With the wheel braked and off the ground, note the total measured movement at the outer wall of the tyre

        when the wheel is rocked.

         For 355mm wheels this must not exceed 6mm.

         The maximum permissible movement for wheels of other diameters must be in proportion to this.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 7

and Light Goods Vehicles
Chassis

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Chassis and Attachments

Chassis main member/ body structure/ cross member/ outrigger severely corroded/ seriously deformed/ fractured/ displaced/ insecure! missing

Excessive corrosion, cracks or damage of a load bearing member within 30cm of a body mounting.

Spare wheel carrier or wheel insecure (See Note 3)

Trailer Coupling (See Note 4) 

Coupling on vehicle

Deformed or cracked pin, jaw, hook or ball

Mounting of jaw, hook or ball to chassis insecure

Locking device missing, inadequate, damaged or ill-fitting

Worn pin, jaw, hook or ball


	Likely to affect control of the vehicle, safe carriage of load or detachment of component imminent

Otherwise than above (See Notes 1 and 2) 

Detachment imminent

Otherwise than above

Detachment imminent and likely to fall from vehicle

Otherwise than above

Trailer security adversely affected

Failure or detachment imminent

Locking device ineffective 

Otherwise than above

Thickness of metal at any point reduced to 2!3 or less of its original thickness and trailer attached

No trailer attached


	I / 7.1

IN

I / 7.2

IN

I / 7.3

IN

I / 7.4

I / 7.5

I / 7.6

D

I / 7.7

D
	1. For components normally fixed to the chassis e.g. fuel tanks, brake reservoirs etc, see other sections.

2. This item includes the condition of any flitch plates that are fitted.

3. Only applicable to vehicles with separate carriers or wheels mounted on the underbody.

4. For information regarding fifth wheel defects refer to Part I of this document.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 7

and Light Goods Vehicles
Chassis

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Ball excessively worn

Safety locking device missing/not operating

Excessive wear in or insecurity of any member or securing device
Security spring weak or broken

A load bearing part of coupling cracked 


	Worn to such an extent that the safe coupling of the trailer is unlikely to be achieved

Otherwise than above

 (See Note 5)

Failure or detachment imminent (Trailer attached)

Otherwise than above

Broken and trailer attached 

Weak or otherwise than above

Failure or detachment likely (Trailer attached)

Otherwise than above


	I / 7.8

D

D

I / 7.9

D

I / 7.10

IN

I / 7.11

D
	5.   Some couplings do not require a safety locking device. Action must only be taken where there is clear

      evidence that a device is, or  has been, fitted.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 7

and Light Goods Vehicles
Chassis

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Coupling on Trailer

Draw bar cracked or deformed

Mounting or draw bar to trailer insecure

Draw bar eye or ball socket deformed, cracked or excessively worn

Locking device missing, inadequate, damaged or ill-fitting

King pin attachment excessively worn, cracked or insecure

Worn operating member

Worn draw bar attachment pins and brackets

'Breakaway' cable/chain missing/ damaged/ defective


	Seriously cracked or fractured

So seriously deformed that use would cause danger

Otherwise than above

Failure or detachment imminent

Otherwise than above 

Trailer security affected 

Otherwise than above 

Locking device ineffective 

Otherwise than above

-

Detachment imminent 

Otherwise than above

The thickness of metal at any point reduced to 2/3 or less of its original thickness

Significant reduction in thickness 

(See Note 6)


	I / 7.12

I / 7.13

IN

I / 7.14

D

I / 7.15

D

I / 7.16

D

I / 7.17

I / 7.18

IN

I / 7.19

D

D


	6. 

Applies to trailers exceeding 750kg total design axle weight, manufactured on or after 1 April 1995 and all trailers manufactured on or after 1 January 1997.



Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 8

and Light Goods Vehicles
Vehicle Interior

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Driving Controls

Driving control missing/ incomplete/ fractured/ damaged/ excessively corroded/ impeded in its travel/ incorrectly positioned/ insecure (specify component)

Clutch pedal anti-slip pad loose/ deteriorated

Driver's Area and Fittings

Floor around driver insecure/ badly weakened

Driver's seat loose on its mounting or frame fractured or seriously weakened

Driver's seat adjustment inoperative/ badly worn

Component/ fitting in driver's area damaged


	Control so defective or impeded in its travel that it fails to fulfil its function

Otherwise than above

If originally fitted

Affects driving control or safety of driver 

Otherwise than above

Seat so loose or weakened that it could cause the driver to lose control of the vehicle

Otherwise than above

Seat likely to move inadvertently or cannot be located

Seat cannot be adjusted

Damaged or installed in such a way as likely to cause injury

Otherwise than above


	I / 8.1

IN

IN

I / 8.2

IN

I / 8.3

IN

I / 8.4

IN

I / 8.5

IN
	


Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 8

and Light Goods Vehicles
Vehicle Interior

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Driver’s Area and Fittings

Obligatory rear view mirror and/or glass missing/ insecure/ damaged

Driver's view to the front impaired having regard to the original design of the vehicle

Speedometer not fitted/ incomplete/ cannot be

illuminated/inoperative/cannot be readily seen by driver

Horn missing/ insecure/ inoperative

Driver's area littered with rubbish/ancillary equipment

Passenger Seats 

Passenger seat in secure


	If view to the rear is inadequate

External mirror likely to become detached 

Otherwise than above

Any object seriously impairing driver's view throughout the area swept by the windscreen wipers

Otherwise than above

(See Note 1)
Detachment imminent


Otherwise than above

Liable to interfere with proper control of the vehicle

Otherwise than above

Likely to become displaced

Otherwise than above
	I / 8.6

I / 8.7

IN

I / 8.8

IN

IN

I / 8.9

IN

I / 8.10

IN

I / 8.11

IN
	1.   
Vehicles first registered on or after 1 October 1937 are required to be fitted with a speedometer unless the vehicle is legally limited to a speed not exceeding 25mph or is one which is incapable by reason of its construction of exceeding 25mph.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 8

and Light Goods Vehicles
Vehicle Interior

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Passenger Seats

Passenger seat frame fractured or seat damaged

Seat Belts

Any obligatory seat belt not fitted where legally required or wrong type of belt fitted (See Note 2)

Any obligatory or non-obligatory seat belt not securely fixed to the seat or to the structure of the vehicle

Any obligatory or non-obligatory seat belt webbing damaged or deteriorated. 

A seat belt stalk deteriorated.

Any obligatory or non-obligatory seat belt locking mechanism or retraction mechanism faulty

Excessive corrosion, serious distortion or a fracture in any load bearing part of the vehicle structure within 30cm of a seat belt anchorage.


	Likely to cause injury 

Likely to tear clothing 

Otherwise than above

-

-

A cut or serious deterioration in any part of the seat belt webbing or a seat belt stalk

Mechanism does not secure or release the belt as intended when the webbing is pulled, webbing does not retract

-
	I / 8.12

D

IN

D

D

D

D

D
	2.
The legal requirements for the fitment of seat belts are complex and are not included in this Guide. For further details please refer to the appropriate        Inspection Manual for the class of vehicle being examined.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 9

and Light Goods Vehicles
Bodywork

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Body Panelling

Exterior body panel damaged/missing / protruding/ insecure/ corroded

Interior side panel/damaged/missing/ protruding/ insecure

Any embellishment protruding/damaged /insecure (specify component)

Bumpers

Bumper insecure or damaged


	Likely to become detached or to cause injury or permit the load to be shed or leaked

Otherwise than above

Likely to become detached or to cause injury

Otherwise than above

Likely to become detached or to cause injury

Otherwise than above

Detachment likely either partially or completely or having projections or jagged edges likely to cause injury
Otherwise than above
	I / 9.1

IN

I / 9.2

IN

I / 9.3

IN

I / 9.4

IN
	



Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 9

and Light Goods Vehicles
Bodywork

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Wings and Wheel Arches

Wing missing

Wing insecure

Wing badly holed/ corroded/ damaged

Insufficient clearance between wing and tyre

Registration Plates and VIN Details

Registration mark letters or numbers incorrectly formed

A registration plate missing/ broken/ incomplete/ insecure/ faded/ dirty/ deteriorated/ obscured. Letters or figures incorrectly spaced or formed

A vehicle identification number not displayed/ illegible


	Presenting a risk of injury 

Otherwise than above

Detachment likely or rubbing on a tyre 

Otherwise than above

Holed/ corroded/ damaged such that edges are likely to cause injury

Otherwise than above

Wing rubbing or likely to rub on tyre, particularly when laden, and thereby cause damage to the tyre or a danger of injury e.g. fire risk, steering affected etc.

Otherwise than above

Likely to be misread

-

-


	I / 9.5

IN

I / 9.6

IN

I / 9.7

IN

I / 9.8

IN

D

IN

IN
	


Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 9

and Light Goods Vehicles
Bodywork

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Windscreen and Windows

Windscreen or window cracked/ scratched/ damaged/ discoloured/ obscured or vision obstructed/ insecure

Windscreen not of safety glass 

Window not of safety glass

Window glazing insecure / cracked

Windscreen and/ or front side windows excessively tinted

Washers and Wipers (See Note 4)

Windscreen wiper missing/ inoperative/ blades worn/ does not operate over an adequate area

Windscreen washer not fitted/ inoperative/ system incomplete/ inadequate


	Driver's view of the road seriously impaired/presents a danger to occupants of the vehicle/detachment likely

Otherwise than above

 (See Notes 1, 2 and 3) 

(See Notes 1, 2 and 3)

Missing, detachment likely and/or presents a risk of injury

Otherwise than above

Average light transmission <30%

Average light transmission >30%, <45%
Average light transmission >45%, <65%

Any wiper missing or inoperative such as to impair driver's view

Subject to prevailing weather conditions (i.e. weather fine)

Otherwise than above 

Vision seriously impaired 

Otherwise than above
	I 9.9

IN

I / 9.10

D

I / 9.11

IN

I / 9.12

D

IN

I / 9.13

D

IN

I / 9.14

IN
	1.   In the case of goods vehicles first used on or after 1 January 1959, the glass of windscreens and all windows

      in front of and on either side of the driver's seat must be of safety glass.

2.  In the case of passenger or dual-purpose vehicles first used on or after 1 January 1959, if glass is fitted to the windscreen or any outside windows it must be safety glass.

3.  In the case of vehicles first used on or after 1 June 1978, windscreens and windows wholly or partly on either side of the driver's seat must be of specified safety glass. All other windows must be specified safety glass or safety glazing.

4.  If the windscreen can be opened or by some other means an adequate view can be obtained from the driving seat, the vehicle need not be provided with wipers or washers.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 9

and Light Goods Vehicles
Bodywork

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Doors

Door jammed/ obstructed/cannot be opened from inside or outside

Door, boot lid, tailgate, loading door, tailboard, dropside cannot be retained in the closed position

Door hinges/ catches/ pillars worn/ loose/ insecure/ weakened 

Door stiff to operate

Sliding door jammed/ cannot be secured in the open or closed positions/ cannot be opened and closed without excessive effort (See Note 5)

Bonnet

Bonnet catches missing/ damaged! defective (See Note 6)


	Jammed, obstructed or deliberately secured so that it cannot be opened from inside or outside (See Note 5)

-

Door is very difficult to shut or could fly open inadvertently

Otherwise than above 

Unable to fully open or close

Otherwise than above 

Jammed or cannot be secured

Otherwise than above

Bonnet could inadvertently open obscuring driver's view

Otherwise than above


	I / 9.15

I / 9.16

I / 9.17

IN

I / 9.18

IN

I / 9.19

IN

I / 9.20

IN
	1.  This applies to the driver's and front passenger doors on a car, or any door on a bus, but if the door  opposite to the driving side of a goods vehicle is rendered inoperative deliberately, it must be considered to be an integral part of the cab.

2.  Most bonnets are fitted with two securing methods and due regard must be taken of the effectiveness of both where fitted.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 10

and Light Goods Vehicles
Electrical Equipment

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Battery

Battery insecure

Battery leaking or cell closures loose/ missing

Switchgear and Wiring

Wiring insecure/ inadequately insulated/insulation is or will become ineffective due to chafing or heat

Lighting switch insecure/malfunctioning


	Likely to fall from vehicle or displacement constitutes risk of fire

Otherwise than above

Electrolyte likely to cause imminent failure of items which could affect vehicle safety or entering passenger compartment

Otherwise than above 

Constitutes a fire risk 

Otherwise than above

-


	I / 10.1

IN

I / 10.2

IN

I / 10.3

IN

IN
	



Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 11

and Light Goods Vehicles
Lamps and Reflectors

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	All lamps

A lamp lens insecure or damaged

Obligatory Front Position Lamps (See Note 1)

Obligatory front position lamp insecure

Obligatory front position lamp inoperative/ missing/ dim/ obscured/ shows light of wrong colour/otherwise not in good working order

Obligatory front position lamp has intermittent operation, flickers when tapped, is affected by the operation of another lamp, does not face the front or is incorrectly positioned

	Likely to cause injury or detachment imminent

Lamp so insecure that detachment is imminent

Otherwise than above 

-

-


	I / 11.1

I / 11.2

IN

IN

IN
	1. 
No lamps or reflectors are required to be fitted to vehicles only used on roads between sunrise and sunset.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 11

and Light Goods Vehicles
Lamps and Reflectors

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Obligatory Rear Position Lamps (See Note 1)

Obligatory rear lamp insecure

Obligatory rear lamp inoperative/ missing/dim/obscured/shows light of wrong colour/otherwise not in good working order

Obligatory rear lamp has intermittent operation, flickers when tapped, is affected by the operation of another lamp, does not face the rear or is incorrectly positioned

Obligatory Rear Fog Lamps (See Note 1)

Obligatory rear fog lamp insecure

Obligatory rear fog lamp inoperative/ missing/flickers when tapped/ obscured/ incorrectly positioned/ emits light of a colour other than red/comes on with brake light


	Lamp so insecure that detachment is imminent

Otherwise than above

Likely to prevent width and presence of vehicle being indicated adequately during compulsory use (See Note 2)

Otherwise than above 

-

Detachment imminent 

Otherwise than above 

(See Notes 3 and 4)


	I / 11.3

IN

I / 11.4

IN

IN

I / 11.5

IN

IN
	2. This action is appropriate only between sunset and sunrise or in conditions of seriously reduced   visibility.                
3. Rear fog lamps are required by vehicles first used on or after 1 April 1980 which have a width greater than 

      1300mm and a maximum speed exceeding 25mph.
4. Where only one rear fog lamp is fitted it must be positioned on the centre​line or offside of the vehicle.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 11

and Light Goods Vehicles
Lamps and Reflectors

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Obligatory Reflectors (See Note 1)

Obligatory reflector

missing/ deteriorated/ incorrectly fitted/ obscured/

insecure

Direction Indicators (See Note 1) 
Direction indicator insecure

Direction indicator inoperative/ missing/not functioning correctly/ damaged/ obscured/ wrong colour/ adversely affected by the operation of another lamp

Direction indicator warning lamp inoperative/ not fitted

Hazard Warning Lamps (See Note 1)

Hazard warning lamp inoperative/not functioning correctly

Side Repeater Indicators (See Note 1)

Side repeater indicator inoperative/not functioning correctly


	Detachment imminent

Otherwise than above 

Detachment imminent 

Otherwise than above

Indicator cannot be used to clearly show the driver's intention (See Note 5)

Otherwise than above

If the warning lamp is inoperative or not fitted and the driver cannot see that each indicator is functioning and there is no audible tell-tale device

(See Note 6)


(See Note 6)


	I / 11.6

IN

I / 11.7

IN

I / 11.8

IN

IN

IN
	5. The criteria must be the inability of the driver to signal intention to change direction. If remaining indicator lamps or repeaters fulfil this purpose then Inspection Notice action only will be appropriate.

6.  Vehicles first used before 1 April 1986 are not required to have hazard warning lamps or side repeater      indicators.




Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 1

and Light Goods Vehicles
Lamps and Reflectors

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Obligatory Headlamps (See Note 1)

Obligatory dipped headlamp inoperative/ dim/ missing/ obscured/ not in good working order/flickers when tapped

Obligatory headlamp insecure or lens broken/ missing

Headlamp aim too high or too far to the right

Headlamp aim too low or too far to the left


	When use of headlamps is compulsory

When use of headlamps is not compulsory (See Note 10)

Detachment imminent


Otherwise than above

Likely to cause dazzle when use of dipped headlamps is compulsory

Otherwise than above (See Notes 8 and 9),

Likely to prevent the driver from being able to drive safely when use of dipped headlamps is compulsory

Otherwise than above (See Notes 8 and 9)


	I / 11.9

IN

I / 11.10

IN

I / 11.11

IN

I / 11.12

IN
	7. Where a defective headlamp is part of a grouped system, consideration must be given to the capability of other headlamps in that group.

8. An immediate prohibition will normally only be appropriate for such a defect in conditions of seriously reduced visibility or at night.

9. If the degree of misalignment of the headlamp aim does not warrant an immediate prohibition, but an instrumented check shows that the headlamp aim falls outside the statutory test limits, the driver should be informed.

10. When visibility is seriously reduced (to less than 100 metres) the use of dipped headlamps is required by Regulation.





Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses 
Section 11

and Light Goods Vehicles
Lamps and Reflectors

	Description of Defect
	Severity of Defect
	Action
	Notes

	Obligatory Headlamps (See Note 1)

The dipped beam and/or main beam emitted from a matched pair of obligatory headlamps cannot be
switched on or off together or are not of the same colour

In any grouped obligatory headlamp system (ie more than one matched pair) they cannot either be dipped in unison or when one matched pair (the outer pair if not vertically in line) is dipped the other pair(s) are extinguished 
Stop Lamps (See Note 1) 

Stop lamp inoperative/

obscured/ missing/ dim/ otherwise defective in operation

Stop lamp insecure

Reversing Lamps (See Note 1)

Reversing lamp insecure/otherwise defective

Reversing lamp indicator inoperative

Rear Registration Plate Lamps

Not fitted/not working/flickers when tapped


	Likely to cause dazzle when headlamp use is compulsory
Otherwise than above

Likely to cause dazzle when headlamp use is compulsory

Otherwise than above

No stop lamps show a steady red light when the brake is applied

Stop lamp(s) remain on when all brakes are released 

Otherwise than above (See Note 11) 

Detachment imminent

Otherwise than above

Detachment imminent


Otherwise then above

-

-
	I / 11.13

IN

I / 11.14

IN

I / 11.15

I / 11.16

IN

I / 11.17

IN

I / 11.18

IN

IN

IN
	11.  Vehicles first used before 1 January 1971 need only one stop lamp. This lamp   must be fitted on the centre-line or offside of the vehicle.
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6. If the vacuum gauge has no warning mark, take the 25 to 30cm mark as the warning mark. Some vehicles do not have gauges or warning devices.





Air/Vacuum Assistance Insufficient reserve of air/vacuum


Loss of air/vacuum


Air/vacuum build up slow


Actuators


Air/vacuum actuator insecure/ damaged/ fractured/ excessively corroded/incorrectly fitted


Excess travel of brake actuator
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Section 11


Lamps and Reflectors


Notes

















Obligatory Rear Position Lamps (See Note 1)


Obligatory rear lamp insecure
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Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses and Light Goods Vehicles


Description of Defect	Severity of Defect
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Part 2: Passenger Cars, Private Buses and Light Goods Vehicles


Description of Defect	Severity of Defect
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Exhaust emitting excessive levels of pollutants (see Notes 5 and 6)
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Lamps and Reflectors


Notes





Obligatory Rear Position Lamps (See Note 1)


Obligatory rear lamp insecure
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Section 6 Steering


Description of Defect
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