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NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE LOCAL PLAN - PARTIAL REVIEW 

Proposed Modifications Consultation - Representation Form   

 

Following the Examination hearing sessions held in September 2020, Louise Gibbons BA 
(Hons) MRTPI, the Independent Planning Inspector appointed on behalf of the Secretary of 
State, has requested that the Council now undertake consultation on a number of Main 
Modifications (MM) required to make the Plan sound.  This is without prejudice to the 
Inspector’s ultimate conclusions and recommendations on the Plan.  
 
Details of what we are consulting on, and why, can be found on the Council’s website. 
 
You can participate in the consultation online via our consultation website. 
 
Alternatively, you can complete the following form.  Please complete both Part A and Part B.  
 
If your comments relate to more than one MM you will need to complete a 
separate Part B of this form for each representation. 
 
For questions where there are multiple choice answers, please indicate your choice by 
placing a ‘X’ in the appropriate box(es). 
 
 

Ref: 

 

(For official 

use only)
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Please send completed forms to planning.policy@nwleicestershire.gov.uk or 

Planning Policy Team, NWLDC, Council Offices, Whitwick Road, Coalville LE67 3FJ 
(Please note that responses should be returned to the Planning Policy Team and not the 

Programme Officer). 
 

The deadline for responses is midnight on Sunday 10 January 2021 

DATA PROTECTION AND FREEDOM OF INFORMATION STATEMENT 

The personal information you provide on this form will be processed in accordance with the 
requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018 and General Data Protection Regulation 2016. It 
will be used only for the preparation of local development documents as required by the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, save for requests of such information required by way of 
enactment. Your name, organisation and representations will be made publicly available when 
displaying and reporting the outcome of this statutory consultation stage and cannot be treated 
as confidential. Other details, including your address and signature, will be treated as confidential. 

For further information on how NWLDC process your data please visit 
https://www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/website privacy.  

Your details will remain on our database and will be used to inform you of future planning policy 
matters and procedures. If at any point in time you wish to be removed from the database, or to 
have your details changed, please contact the Planning Policy team on 01530 454 676 or 
planning.policy@nwleicestershire.gov.uk. 



 

 
 

January 2021 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Context 
1.1.1 Gladman welcome the opportunity to comment on the North West Leicestershire Partial 

Review Main Modifications and request to be updated on any future consultations and 
progress of the Local Plan going forwards. 

1.1.2 Gladman Developments specialise in the promotion of strategic land for residential 
development and associated community infrastructure and has considerable experience in the 
development industry. From that experience, we understand the need for the planning system 
to provide the homes and jobs that are required to meet Central Government’s objectives and 
the needs of local communities.  

1.1.3 Gladman also has a wealth of experience in contributing to the Development Plan preparation 
process, having made representations on numerous local planning documents throughout 
the UK and having participated in many Examinations in Public. 

1.2 Plan Making  
1.2.1 The National Planning Policy Framework sets out four tests that must be met for Local Plans 

to be considered sound. In this regard, we submit that in order to prepare a sound plan it is 
fundamental that it is:  

 Positively Prepared – The Plan should be prepared on a strategy which seeks to meet 
objectively assessed development and infrastructure requirements including unmet 
requirements from neighbouring authorities where it is reasonable to do so and 
consistent with achieving sustainable development. 

 Justified – the plan should be the most appropriate strategy, when considered against 
the reasonable alternatives, based on a proportionate evidence base. 

 Effective – the plan should be deliverable over its period and based on effective joint 
working on cross-boundary strategic priorities; and 

 Consistent with National Policy – the plan should enable the delivery of sustainable 
development in accordance with the policies in the Framework. 
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2 NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE LOCAL PLAN PARTIAL 
REVIEW 

2.1 Background 
2.1.1 The scope of the North West Leicestershire Local Plan Partial Review is limited and relates only 

to Policy S1 with amendments sought to the wording of the adopted policy and relevant 
supporting text. Alongside this, North West Leicestershire Council has expressed its 
commitment to progressing a wider substantive review of the Local Plan in relation to strategic 
planning matters which is scheduled to be complete by 2022. 

2.1.2 The Examination into the Partial Review took Place in September 2020 at which Gladman 
raised several concerns with the content of the Review. 

2.1.3 The Council has now prepared Main Modifications which have been proposed to address the 
issues raised by the Inspector and participants through the Examination. Gladman’s response 
to these Main Modifications are set out below. 

2.2 Main Modification 1 (MM1) 
2.2.1 Gladman support the changes made to Paragraph 1.3 through Main Modification 1 as they 

clarify matters related to the scope of the partial review and the scope of the forthcoming 
substantive review of the Local Plan. 

2.2.2 Gladman particularly welcome the additional wording that has been proposed setting out that 
the Partial Review did not include any review of development needs in the district or land 
allocations to meet those needs. This is a significant clarification as Gladman had raised 
concerns that users of the Local Plan may have considered that the Partial Review represented 
a resetting of the clock on the requirement to assess development needs within the district. 

2.2.3 Gladman also welcome the additional wording setting out that the Council are undertaking a 
substantive review which will assess and meet the current needs of the district going forward. 

2.3 Main Modification 4 (MM4) 
2.3.1 Gladman support the recognition in Paragraph 5.9 that the Government has introduced a new 

way to identify housing requirements in the district since the Local Plan was adopted and that 
the Partial Review was based upon the previous HEDNA, rather than taking account of the 
new Standard Method. 
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2.3.2 Gladman also support the recognition contained in Paragraph 5.9 that the issue of unmet 
housing needs from Leicester have not been dealt with through the Partial Review of the Local 
Plan. Whilst Gladman has significant concerns over the amount of time that has been taken 
to assess, quantify and deal with the issue of unmet housing needs in Leicestershire, 
recognition in the Plan that it remains as a key priority is welcomed. 

2.4 Main Modification 5 (MM5) 
2.4.1 Gladman support the modifications made under MM5 specifically the reference to the 

Substantive Review taking account of any unmet need from elsewhere in the HMA including 
Leicester City. This is essential, as the issue of unmet needs has been unaddressed for a 
significant amount of time. 

2.4.2 However, Gladman are still concerned with the SoCG approach detailed in the latter part of 
MM5, especially if the SoCG is never actually signed because of a change in circumstances. It 
is to be welcomed that NW Leicestershire are seeking to put in place a mechanism for this 
eventuality, as articulated through MM6, but that does not state that NW Leicestershire will 
take account of their proportion of the unmet needs should they occur and the SoCG process 
fail. 

2.5 Main Modification 6 (MM6)  
2.5.1 Gladman recognise that the SoCG process is not entirely in the Council’s control. We are also 

supportive of the Council recognising that a back-stop position is required should the SoCG 
never be signed by all parties.  

2.5.2 The NW Leicestershire Local Plan Substantive Review must continue to be progressed should 
the SoCG not be signed or be significantly delayed and we are supportive of the commitment 
proposed in MM6 to submit the Substantive Review within 18 months of 21 May 2021. 

2.5.3 However, we do not consider that this Main Modification goes far enough in terms of dealing 
with the issue of unmet needs. Additional wording should therefore be added to set out that 
should the SoCG not materialise as planned, then not only will the NW Leicestershire Local 
Plan progress, but it will also deal with its proportion of identified unmet needs from the HMA, 
as set out in the most recent version of the SoCG. 

2.6 Main Modification 7 (MM7) 
2.6.1 Gladman welcome the recognition set out in MM7 that the Substantive Review will have 

regard to the Leicester and Leicestershire Strategic Growth Plan (SGP). However, the SGP is 
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not a statutory planning document and was prepared without substantial public scrutiny 
through the formal plan making processes. The NW Leicestershire Local Plan should therefore 
also have regard to the deliverability of the schemes contained in the SGP and any other 
deliverable strategic development opportunities that arise in the meantime. 

2.7 Main Modification 8 (MM8) 
2.7.1 Gladman refer to our comments made to MM6 above which are also pertinent to this 

modification 




