MINUTES of a meeting of the OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES GROUP held in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Coalville on Wednesday, 19 September 2012.
Present:    Councillor G Allman (Chairman) (In the Chair)

Councillors: Councillors P Clayfield, L Massey, V Richichi, J Ruff and M Specht 
Council Officers: Balwinder Bahia, Mike Murphy and Rachel Wallace

In attendance: Councillors R Bayliss and R Johnson, Jhon Bateman (Labelled for Young Carers), Katherine Flanagan (Council Tenant), Tracy Foulds (LD Locality Group), Audrey Lacey (LD Locality Group), Russell Lacey (LD Locality Group), Billy Parry (HANDSTAND), Janet Parry (HANDSTAND) and Peter Yerrell (Citizens Advice Bureau)

	20.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Elaine Hill.
 

	21.
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

There were no interests declared.



	22.
	MINUTES

RESOLVED THAT:

The minutes of the meeting held on 25 July 2012 be approved.


	23.
	MATTERS ARISING NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA

None.


	24.
	EMPLOYMENT LAW AND REASONABLE ADJUSTMENTS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
Mike Murphy, NWLDC Human Resources Manager gave a presentation to the group regarding Employment Law and reasonable adjustments that are made within the Council.  
Some Members raised concerns regarding the low number of disabled employees currently working at the Council and asked what was being done to improve this.  Mike Murphy explained that everything is done to encourage disabled people to apply including guaranteed interviews if the criteria are met.  Councillor L Massey explained that a support team which was run by the County Council to help disabled people apply for jobs has been disbanded due to the recent cuts; this may be having an affect on applications.

The Chairman thanked Mike Murphy for attending the meeting.


	25.

	THE ASHBY DISABILITY AWARENESS EVENT
The Chairman announced that the event will be taking place on Friday 26 October on Market Street in Ashby Town Centre, Andrew Bridgen MP would be opening the event at 10.00am and the Chairman of the Council would be closing it at 2.00pm.
The Community Team Leader informed the group that there would be a few marquees on Market Street with a number of organisations that have agreed to attend.  She also confirmed that Miranda Graham from the County Council has also been involved and has been getting organisations involved.  The Community Team Leader informed the group that she had a number of leaflets and posters promoting the event and would appreciate any suggestion from Members as to where to display them.

Councillor J Ruff informed the group that she was hoping to secure an appearance from a Paralympian at the event.  A Member suggested that Hermitage FM be contacted to promote the event, the Community Team Leader took this on board.
 

	26.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor J Ruff Congratulated Jhon Bateman on carrying the Olympic torch in Leicestershire.  All Members agreed that the Paralympics was a great success and paved the way for the future.
After a suggestion from a Member, it was agreed to reinstate the card system for taking part in discussion.
Jhon Bateman informed the group of a suicide awareness training event on 27 October, he asked members to contact him if they would like further details.
Councillor Massey informed the group that she had recently visited Rosliston Forestry Centre in Swadlincote and the play area facilities for disabled children were excellent.  She asked that an officer attend the next meeting to talk about facilities that were in the District for disabled children.

Peter Yerrill asked that as the Government are making changes to the Disability Living Allowance, an item be placed on the next meeting to discuss it.  Peter Yerrill agreed to lead on the item.

RESOLVED THAT:

a) The card system for use during discussion be reinstated for the next meeting.
b) Mr Clark Robinson be invited to the next meeting to talk to the group about play area facilities for disabled children in the District.

c) Changes to the Disability Living Allowance be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.


	27.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The group noted that the date of the next meeting was Wednesday, 21 November 2012 at 6.30pm.



The meeting closed at 7.26pm.
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