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NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE LOCAL PLAN  

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL: RESPONDENT 24 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO MATTERS RAISED BY THE INSPECTOR IN 

LETTER (IN/08) OF 17 JANUARY 2017 

Ashby de la Zouch Town Council welcomes the acknowledgement in the Housing 

and Employment Development Needs Assessment (HEDNA) that the East Midlands 

Gateway Strategic Rail Freight Interchange housing requirement is less than the 

allocation in the Local Plan.   

Matter a (policy S1): 

The housing trajectory provided by North West Leicestershire District Council 

(January 2017) will provide 10,592 new dwellings in the period 2011-2031, this 

represents a 972 dwelling over provision when compared with the latest Objectively 

Assessed Need (OAN) set out in the HEDNA, which gives a figure of 9,620 

dwellings. 

This level of over provision is unnecessary and unjustified, especially as 

undetermined applications number approximately 900 dwellings, and no allowance 

has been made for ‘windfall’ sites, which have historically made up a significant 

percentage of the overall annual supply, in recent years these have ranged between 

47 and 70 dwellings per annum. 

The latest housing trajectory includes 2,694 in Ashby de la Zouch, 25% of the total 

for the District 2011-31. The Town Council sees this as an over provision for the 

town as in the 2011 census Ashby de la Zouch had only 13% of the District’s 

households. 

The trajectory includes 1,375 dwellings at Money Hill (with a further 675 post 2031) 

of which 828 already have approval across 3 sites.  Given the over provision in 

allocations Ashby de la Zouch Town Council contends that the remaining 547 due for 

delivery in the plan period should be removed from the allocations and trajectory. 

The OAN states that an additional 1,580 dwellings will be required between 2031-36, 

whilst the housing trajectory states 2,505 dwellings will be delivered post 2031.  This 

over provision means the 675 dwellings for Money Hill post 2031 are not required. 

Ashby de la Zouch Town Council is concerned that by the time the Local Plan is 

approved it will only have 14 years future life.  Planning guidance states that there 

needs to be a 15 year life from adoption.  The Local Plan will also need urgent 

revisions to include the period 2031 to 2036 to ensure alignment with the HEDNA.  

Provision for an early review of housing and employment land requirements and 

supply needs to me made in Policy S1. 
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Matter d (policy Ec2): 

Ashby de la Zouch Town Council supports the allocation of 16Ha of employment 

land on Money Hill subject to it being contained in one plot (adjacent to the existing 

United Biscuits warehouse).  As the HEDNA identifies a shortfall in allocations for 

class B1 (a, b or c)/B2 and small B8 the allocation should be used for classes B1 or 

B2.  Further warehousing provision small B8 is not felt to be required in the town.  

Any additional employment allocations in the District to meet the shortfall identified in 

the HEDNA should be distributed across the district to ensure an even spread of new 

employment opportunities for residents. 

The impact of HS2 on the delivery of the 25Ha Lounge Disposal site, as 

acknowledged by the Owner’s Agent at the January Examination Hearing, should be 

acknowledged.  With the land (or at least the portion not required by HS2) being 

returned to ‘countryside’ as per the original minerals planning permission. 

Matter f (policy H4): 

North West Leicestershire District Council’s document ‘Housing Land Requirements: 

Implications for Local Plan arising from the publication of the HEDNA (Ex/69)’ 

describes the District Council’s progress regarding affordable dwellings.  The District 

Council anticipates that the affordable housing trajectory will deliver 1,831 affordable 

dwellings this is against the Strategic Housing Market Assessment of 3,980 

dwellings.  Ashby de la Zouch Town Council has concerns over this planned under 

delivery which is not reflected in policy H4. 

Matter g (policy H3a): 

Ashby de la Zouch Town Council welcomes the acknowledgement that a 

comprehensive Masterplan is an essential pre-requisite to the development of 

Money Hill.  However, it has concerns that para viii does not require the Masterplan 

to be in place before development commences.  The Town Council and local 

residents have put considerable effort in to the preparation of Ashby de la Zouch’s 

Neighbourhood Plan, and the development of Money Hill now forms an integral part 

of that plan, so it is concerning that para viii contains no provision for Town Council 

or resident consultation. 

Matter h & i (River Mease) 

If the same scientific methodology for phosphate removal from the river Mease (via 

silt-traps and reaches) that underpins DCS2 is applied to DCS1 then the building 

capacity associated with DCS1 reduces from 2,400 to 600 dwellings.  This means an 

additional 1,800 dwellings need to be dealt with through DCS2 and planning 

approvals already in place mean that both DCS1 and DCS2 are fully utilised. 

The continuing issues with the river Mease, even with DCS2 and the potential 

implications of the rerouting of HS2 through the Packington Sewage works means 
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there are deliverability questions over the 1,222 dwellings at Money Hill not subject 

to planning permission.  These dwellings should be removed from the allocations, 

pre and post 2031. 

 

Ashby de la Zouch Town Council would like to attend any further hearings that are 

arranged. 


