
Sir John Moore Foundation  

This Christopher Wren designed school 

opened in 1697.  It was endowed by Sir John 

Moore who was born locally and became Lord 

Mayor of London. 

The building is Grade 1 listed and is widely 

regarded as the finest example of a late 17
th
 

school in the country. 

The building has been a school for all but a 
brief period.  It currently hosts the Sir John 
Moore Primary School.  For this reason, visits 
are by appointment only.   

The top floor (behind the round windows) 

originally housed dormitories for boarding 

pupils.  There is now an accredited museum 

with recreated school rooms, including this 

classroom, and a gallery with changing 

exhibitions. 

Tours can be arranged by appointment and on 
regular open days.  See 
www.sirjohnmoore.org.uk for more details. 

Tours include a visit to the original school hall.  
We have an accessible ground floor space 
where we also host community activities and 
displays. 

Behind the clock face a windowless room 

houses this original clock mechanism 

(although they are no longer connected).   

Part of the original design of the building, it is a 

pendulum clock – a type only invented in 

1656.  It was connected to the bell which 

struck on the hour to regulate a school day 

which started at 7 a.m. in summer.   

Precise time was a novelty in this period – the 
original clock only had an hour hand. 

Mr Riley on the flat roof next to the cupola 
which housed the bell (origins unknown) in 
about 1900.  He was head of the English / 
village school 1887 – 1925.   

At this time, the village school co-existed with 
the original Latin / grammar school.  Its head 
from 1873 – 1891 was William Bamber.   

The pupils came in through separate 
entrances.  The village children used the path 
along the boundary wall – as they do now. 

Engraving of the School from about 1800—What has changed? A re-imagined classroom from 1891 

The bell—which is 16th C—was originally in the dome Original clock mechanism  

Local History Café Extended group is based at the Sir John Moore Foundation www.sirjohnmoore.org.uk 

http://www.sirjohnmoore.org.uk

