
Mill Lane 

Belton Manor was given to the wealthy de 

Verdun family by William the Conqueror. The 

present building stands on the site of the 

ancient manor.  The Victorian building has 

been refurbished, obliterating all original 

features. There is a large stone slab next to 

the wall, which the Lord of the Manor stood on 

to read Henry III’s charter declaring the horse 

fair open each year. Other important 

proclamations were read out standing on the 

stone.  

The watermill is situated at the bottom of the 

hill next to the stream and was mentioned in 

the Doomsday book in 1086. It was in working 

order until 1939 – one of the last functioning 

watermills in Leicestershire. The last miller, 

Gerald Chester, died in 1956. The present 

building dates to the 18th century. The mill 

buildings have been converted into stables 

and it is not known whether any of the mill 

workings still exist.  

The occupant of Horsefair Cottage collected 

entry tolls to the horse fair. Supposedly they 

collected enough money to pay the whole 

year’s rent! It may have been one of the 

original three tollgates into the village. Further 

along Mill Lane there are 3 grange farms 

which belonged, and supplied grain, to nearby 

Grace Dieu Priory. Walking back along Mill 

Lane there is a cottage on the right, much 

altered recently, which used to be a sweet 

shop.  

The field next to the Mill with the stream 

running through was where horses were 

bought and sold at the fair. The mill bank was 

an ideal vantage point for villagers to watch 

the event. Horses were shown off to 

prospective buyers and galloped up Mill Lane 

and along Long Street. The field was said to 

be common land but was claimed by the local 

farmer who enclosed it with a hedge.  
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