Lady Gate
Diseworth Heritage Centre
Reopened in 2009, this was formerly Diseworth Baptist Church. In 2000 it suffered severe
flooding and since it then had only a very small congregation, the Baptist Union decided to
close it for worship and sell it. Diseworth Heritage Trust succeeded in securing a grant from the
Heritage Lottery Fund for its purchase, restoration and conversion into a small museum and
venue for a range of village activities. The building dates from 1752 and so is one of the oldest
chapels in Leicestershire. The graveyard to the rear contains memorials to members of many
well-known village families.
The Baptist Chapel
The first Diseworth Baptists met in Lilly’s Cottage but soon rented this plot of land so they could
build a meeting house. The site was bequeathed to them in 1774 and the building was added
to over the years. For many years they shared a pastor with the Kegworth Baptists and only
kept their own records from 1870 onwards. The schoolmaster, Nathaniel Gayton, was Deacon
for many years. He looked after their finances, took services when there was no pastor and
conducted funerals. He lived in the Schoolhouse on Clements Gate until his death in 1866.
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The Old Forge
In Victorian times, Lady Gate had many farms – some
with large holdings derived from the open fields at the
time of Enclosure in 1794. This was one.

Isley Farm
This farm had a large crew yard to the rear, full of hay
ricks and cow-sheds. The family kept a prize-winning
Ayrshire herd and delivered milk locally.

Town End Brickworks
There is little trace now of Diseworth’s second
brickworks, but the foreman’s cottage survives just
round the corner on The Green. See his initials in the
brickwork.

The Workhouse
A seemingly unlikely designation, but before the 1834
Poor Law Act small villages used any suitable empty
property to house the sick or unfortunate who could not
work.

