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1. Introduction
1.1. The Ellistown and Battleflat Neighbourhood Plan process started in December 2013
when the Parish Council applied to North West Leicestershire District Council to be
designated as a Neighbourhood Area.
1.2. This document charts the stages in the process, detailing the consultation and
communication activities that have taken place since this time.
1.3. A variety of communication channels were used to keep members of the public
and stakeholders informed about the progress of the project, and to continually
offer opportunities for people to get involved.
1.4. A letter was sent to statutory and local stakeholders advising them of the
preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan and inviting comment.
1.5. Each meeting of the Ellistown and Battleflat Parish Council has provided updates
on progress with the Neighbourhood Plan and opportunities were taken at the
Annual Parish Meetings in 2014 and 2015 to provide more detailed updates and
to enable the community to ask questions in these well attended meetings. A
Steering Group was established to drive the process forward and each meeting
of the Parish Council received updates on progress.
1.6. A 9 page community questionnaire was distributed to all members of the
community in February 2014, promoted by posters placed in prominent locations
throughout the village and leaflets delivered to every household. Narrative on the
back of the leaflet described the Neighbourhood Plan process
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1.7. The questionnaire is attached as Appendix CS1 and an analysis of the results
follows as Appendix CS2. A total of 75 responses were received. Residents
highlighted the importance of the environment as one of the key strengths of the
Parish, and concern for losing parts of the countryside was highlighted as a
concern for development, along with the impact on traffic and parking.

1.8. In April 2004 a member of the Steering Group was the afternoon guest on
Hermitage Radio, a local radio station, talking about the Neighbourhood Plan and
answering questions in a phone in.

1.9. In May 2014, a Focus Group session was held with children from Ellistown
Primary School. The comments received are attached as Appendix CS3. Children
in the class highlighted the need for more community facilities in Ellistown.

1.10.
In June 2014 there was an Open Event that took place at the School fete
(See Appendix CS4). This was an opportunity to raise awareness about the
Neighbourhood Plan and to encourage completion of the questionnaire.

1.11. From July onwards the Steering Group began to tackle the issues needing to be
addressed through the Neighbourhood Plan.
1.12. As part of this process a Housing Needs survey was commissioned by the Parish
Council. The final report, attached as Appendix CS5, concluded that there was an
identified need for 13 affordable homes and 5 open market homes for local
people.

1.13. Work to engage with young people from the Parish was given a boost by the
success the parish Council had in securing funding to undertake work to develop
links between young people and local service providers. This funding was used to
engage with young people in Ellistown to better understand the need for services
and community facilities and provided significant levels of information to feed
into the Neighbourhood Plan.
1.14. The detailed reports summarising the consultation activities which included
questionnaires; focus group meetings; drop-ins; structured sessions and site
visits are attached as Appendices CS6 and CS7.

1.15. Alongside the development of the Neighbourhood Plan, North West
Leicestershire District Council was beginning to consult on the draft Local Plan.
Alongside regular joint meetings between members of the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group and Planning Officers from the District Council, Invitations were
extended from North West Leicestershire to the Parish Council to attend
consultation events on matters of joint interest, including consultation
specifically aimed at updating the Limits to Development.
1.16. Regular update meetings between individuals from the Steering Group and
Planners took place to update each other on the emerging Plans.
1.17. Meetings took place with developers who had expressed an interest in
development activity in the Parish.
1.18. The work to identify important Local Green Spaces took place on Sunday, 19
October 2014. This comprised representatives of the Steering Group together
with members of the community and some young people (who joined the group
on an informal basis) who walked around the Parish and identified important
Local Green Spaces.
1.19. Throughout the process, the Parish Council website included updates on the
Neighbourhood Plan
http://ellistownandbattleflat.leicestershireparishcouncils.org and regular
newsletters delivered to all households in the Parish provided further
information on progress and contact details

1.20. On 24 February 2015 there was an open event at the Ellistown Primary School
to promote the Neighbourhood plan in the context of other initiatives taking

place in the Parish. See Appendix CS8

1.21. This was an opportunity to show the progress that was being made in
developing Neighbourhood Plan policies.

1.22.
A final consultation event took place in November 2015 to share the policies
with the community (See Appendix CS9).
1.23.
Once the final consultation event had concluded, work was undertaken to finalise
the Neighbourhood Plan and to share it with Stakeholders. A letter was sent to
statutory and local stakeholders inviting comment (See appendix CS10 for the list of
consultees).
1.24.
The statutory pre-submission public consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan, as
required in Section 21 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012,
took place in late 2017. Posters announced the timescale for comments and letters
were sent to statutory consultees, landowners and businesses. Responses and action
taken is indicated in Appendix CS11.

