	HELPFUL ADVICE             No.1

	How your consumer unit works

	A consumer unit or fuse box allows you to switch the electricity supply that enters your home on or off.  It contains the features that protect you against an electrical shock or prevent a fire when an electrical fault occurs.    
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the button marked "T" or "Test". The device should switch
off the supply and should then be switched on to restore
the supply. If the device does not switch off the supply
when the button is pressad,seek expert advice.  3sso42
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	MINATURE CIRCUIT BREAKERS (MCBs)

The miniature equivalent to the old re-wireable fuses, each one is an automatic switch fitted to each circuit in the consumer unit which switches off in the event of a short circuit or overload. 
	RCD

A residual current device that protects you in an earth fault situation.
	MAIN SWITCH

It allows you to turn the electricity supply on or off. 

Ensure you are familiar with its position before any emergency occurs.

	If the MCBs or RCD ‘trip’ for your power sockets’, it may be as a result of a faulty appliance. To check, unplug all appliances such as the kettle, TV, etc., and reset the MCB or RCD. Switch each appliance on one at a time and check the MCB or RCD after each one to see if it has ‘tripped’.  If it has, it indicates a possible fault with the appliance. If an MCB trips for your lighting circuits, it is usually the result of a bulb blowing. Reset the MCB. If an MCB or the RCD cannot be reset, call us out for further testing.


