
Ibstock Working Men’s Club  

Ibstock Working Men’s Club was on Central Avenue. At one time the Ibstock Working Men’s Club was part of the CIU 

(Club and Institute Union), which may have helped a group of men from Ibstock who in 1910 got together and decided 

to form a club. Amongst them was the following secretary Mr. Christopher Jones and by their efforts in 1919 the 

Working Men’s Club was built on “New Road” which is now Central Avenue at an approximate cost of £5000. The club 

flourished; it was run very successfully by the committee. It was reported in 1959 at the clubs 40
th
 Anniversary that there 

were 1500 members, and the club was in a very sound state of ‘finance and morale’. It was also written that it was a 

matter of pride for the club that it had provided two Vice- Presidents of the Leicestershire Branch of the CIU Mr J W 

Gamble and his son Mr C Gamble.  
 

In 1945 an extension was built, and the ‘Concert Room’ came into being. The Concert room was also used for a variety 

of events e.g., the Scout’s Gang Shows, Fashion Shows and Sports Clubs Presentation evenings. The club was well 

known around the district for their games’ teams taking part and winning the league for dominoes, darts and table 

skittles, both ladies and men. It was good socially for the village, children were treated to Christmas parties and a day 

trip out usually to the seaside. Sadly, the Club is no longer with us. The building is still standing and now The Central 

Bar and Grill. The front entrance blocked off years ago.  

Photo taken inside the Working Men’s Club 

circa late 1950’s early 1960’s 

Walter and his wife Alma 

Ball who were the Stewards 

at the club 1953-1955-6. 

One of the many trips that the members went 

on from the club with their families.  
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