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DRAFT AFFORDABLE HOUSING SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING 

DOCUMENT 

Public Consultation – Response Form  

 

North West Leicestershire District Council has prepared a draft Affordable Housing 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).  
 
The draft SPD can be viewed at  
https://www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/supplementary planning guidance  
 
You can make comments on the draft SPD by completing the form below and emailing it to 
planning.policy@nwleicestershire.gov.uk or posting it to Planning Policy, North West 
Leicestershire District Council, Council Offices, Whitwick Road, Coalville LE67 3FJ. 
   
All responses must be received by the end of Friday 22 October 2021. 
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facilities within it, where appropriate. 

Section 7 of the Draft Affordable Housing SPD provides further 

information on the principles that will apply to such developments, 

including in relation to evidence required to demonstrate that housing 

will meet an identified need, and a definition of locally identified 

affordable housing need.   

The National Planning Policy Framework (the Framework) sets out 

advice on rural housing at paragraphs 77 and 78: 

“77. In rural areas, planning policies and decisions should be 

responsive to local circumstances and support housing developments 

that reflect local needs. Local planning authorities should support 

opportunities to bring forward rural exception sites that will provide 

affordable housing to meet identified local needs, and consider 

whether allowing some market housing on these sites would help to 

facilitate this. 

78. To promote sustainable development in rural areas, housing 

should be located where it will enhance or maintain the vitality of rural 

communities. Planning policies should identify opportunities for 

villages to grow and thrive, especially where this will support local 

services. Where there are groups of smaller settlements, development 

in one village may support services in a village nearby.” 

The glossary within the Framework defines rural exception sites as 

follows: 

“Small sites used for affordable housing in perpetuity where sites 

would not normally be used for housing. Rural exception sites seek to 

address the needs of the local community by accommodating 

households who are either current residents or have an existing family 

or employment connection. A proportion of market homes may be 

allowed on the site at the local planning authority’s discretion, for 

example where essential to enable the delivery of affordable units 

without grant funding.” 

It is important that the Affordable Housing SPD recognises that sites 

on the edge of Key Service Centres like Castle Donington can provide 

an opportunity for rural exception sites, in accordance with the above 

definition within the Framework.  This approach has been considered 

at a recent appeal for 20 affordable dwellings, at Stone, Staffordshire 

(appeal reference number: APP/Y3425/W/18/3202676). The Inspector 

in that case considered whether a site located on the edge of an 

urban settlement (Stone) can be regarded as a rural exceptions site.  

At paragraph 43, the Inspectors advises that "in principle, I do not see 



Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document – public consultation 

5 

 

any reason why rural housing needs should not be provided for on 

sites adjacent to the larger settlements, even where they are properly 

characterised as urban settlements, provided they are in a sustainable 

location".  In setting out overall conclusions and the planning balance 

at paragraph 94, the Inspector concludes that although the site lies 

outside the settlement boundary of Stone, the proposal would comply 

with local policy on rural exception sites.  The appeal was therefore 

allowed. 

The SPD should make clear that sites on the edge of settlements like 

Castle Donington can be delivered as rural exception sites, where 

there is a locally identified affordable housing need, in accordance 

with the NPPF definition and local policy. 

 






