MINUTES of the Opportunities for People with Disabilities Group on 
Monday 8th April 2013.
1. Welcome and Apologies

People who were at the meeting:
Councillor Graham Allman (Chairman) 
Councillor Janet Ruff
Magda Allen (Equality and Diversity Co-ordinator and minute taker)
Jhon Bateman (Labelled for Young Carers)
Katherine Flannigan (Council Tenant)

Tracy Foulds (Locality Group)

Jenny Lacey (Locality Group) 
Russell Lacey (Locality Group) 
Beryl Spendlove (Ashby Stroke Club)
Peter Yerrell (Citizens Advice Bureau)
People who could not come to the meeting:

Miranda Graham (Leicestershire County Council); Janet and Billy Parry (Handstand); Elaine Hill (Handstand), Danielle Walton (LCC).  

It was asked if we could send a message to Billy Parry for a speedy recovery following his stay in hospital.  ACTION:  MA to send message 
	2.
	Declaration of interests – for Councillors to tell the group if anything on the agenda affects them, their family or their money
None.
It was stated that this meeting go ahead and any decisions made will be subject to being in quorate or quorum.  


	3.
	Minutes and Actions – what happened at the last meeting
The request was noted for actions to have timescales/deadlines included, and it was agreed to do this when possible. 

Councillor Janet Ruff told the group that she has been on Radio Leicester 2 weeks ago to talk about the Disability Living Allowance (DLA), and the group thought it should be repeated. 

Magda Allen told the group that the Council’s website has a lot of information on about the Welfare Reform and a section on benefits which included DLA and PIP and a sheet on PIP will be sent with the minutes. 

FURTHER ACTIONS:  
1. Councillor Janet Ruff to contact Leicester Radio to do another session with Peter Yerrell so he can be on hand to answer questions about PIP (Personal Independent Payment). (d/l)?
2. Councillor Graham Allman will write a letter to the local newspaper, eg, Ashby & Coalville Times and Leicester Mercury (under his name) about the group.

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 February 2013 were agreed with the above further actions.



	4.
	Disability Living Allowance

Peter Yerrell (Citizens Advice Bureau) updated the group on some recent changes to the Personal Independence Payment (PIP) scheme using a powerpoint presentation. Two topics were discussed – Timelines and the Claiming process.
4.1
Timelines: 
1 – By end of March 2013 the DWP will send information about PIP to all existing DLA claimants in their annual DLA updating letters.  It will be a 7 page document.  DLA claimants (customers) do not need to take any action when they receive this letter. 
2 – From 8th April for people aged 16 to 64, new claims for PIP start in the North East and North West of England.  From 10th June 2013 for people aged 16 to 64 – all new claims will be as PIP and no longer DLA in the same areas mentioned above. 
3 – From 7th October 2013, for those where their DLA award runs out before 24th February 2014, their DLA will be renewed, and they will be invited to claim for PIP at a later date. Anyone who reports changes in the DLA care and personal condition or situation, will be invited to apply for PIP, and anyone whose DLA award runs out after end of February 2013 will be invited to claim for PIP.

DLA will continue to be claimed for anyone under the age of 16.  When someone reaches the age of 16, the DWP will write to them to explain what happens next and they will claim PIP as an adult.

4 – Between October 2015 and 2018, all remaining people entitled to receive DLA will be invited to apply for PIP.  Existing DLA receivers do not need to contact the DWP. 

NOTE: There is no automatic change over from DLA to PIP.  Customers must apply for PIP in the future when invited.
4.2
Claiming (application) process: See slides 10 to 13 of the presentation.
Capita will be doing the face-to-face interviews in our area.  Capita will try to visit as many people as possible in their home, and they will make allowances for the stress face-to-face interviews may cause.

It was asked – what is a healthcare professional? It will be someone who deals with all sorts of disabilities, who wil be well versed in the problems of disabilities. There is a Myths page on the DWP website of questions and answers, which has useful information.

An assessment will be to see if you can claim PIP, and the decision-makers will have to be able to explain the decisions they make.

There is an appeals process in place with time limits, and you should take advice on how best to appeal, what evidence you need to get together, and appeals need to made in a timely manner.  Your appeal will form a ‘statement in court’.  You have to provide the evidence for your case, eg, hospital discharge notes, GP letters, etc.
Peter provided a weblink where you can put your date of birth, details of your DLA and your name in, and it will tell you when you will be contacted.  https:/www.gov.uk/PIP-checker. 


	5.

	Promoting the Group
5.1 A new name?  Some people at the meeting said they liked Disability Action Group and it was asked if positive or proactive action could be included.   
5.2 Leaflet: this was not discussed in view of the next issue.
5.3 Terms of Reference: It was agreed that the group needs to have these in order to state what the aims are for the group and say how we can help improve access to services, use us as a consultation group, etc.  It was agreed that an Action Plan could not be written until we have the terms of reference.  

ACTIONS: 
1. Magda will get a few examples of terms of reference and it was agreed to have a smaller group to discuss and put forward a document for the group.  Also to discuss the name of the group.  
2. The smaller group will be made up of: Magda Allen, Tracey and Russell Lacey, Katherine Flanagan, Peter Yerrell, Jhon Bateman and Beryl Spendlove.  Magda will invite Miranda, and arrange a taxi for Katherine and Jhon.  The sub-group agreed to meet at 5.30pm on 14th May in the Council Chamber before the main meeting takes place, and will feedback to the main meeting. 



	6.
	Anything else to talk about
6.1 Disabled toilets at Coalville Park: Magda reported that the lock on these toilets had been changed to a radar key.   

6.2 Councillor Allman told the group that the Annual General Civic meeting is taking place in May and he will let us know the date.  This is where councillors stand down from the committees/ groups they sit on and get chosen again for chairing groups.
6.3 Magda reminded the group that they had asked in the September meeting if Rosliston Forestry could come to one of our meetings to tell us about their disabled facilities at the centre in Swadlincote, and this had not been arranged yet and the group said they would still like this to happen.   

ACTION: Magda to arrange for the next meeting if possible.



	7.
	Date of next meeting
Tuesday 14th May 2013 at 6.30pm


The meeting started at 6.30pm and finished at 7.40pm.
Magda received an email regarding a PIP update – details below:

Personal independence payment report 

There is a new form GPs will be required to fill out for patients with a health condition or disability who are claiming PIP – the Government’s personal independence payment.
GPs will have to be paid £33 when they complete the Personal Independence Payment (PIP) report form (sample of form to be sent out with the minutes).

The report form will be used by GPs where someone has claimed PIP and the Department for Work and Pensions requests further information about the claimant in addition to the Health Care Professional’s report. 

The report asks about the claimant’s: 

· Disabling conditions

· Medical history

· Symptoms and variability of condition

· Relevant clinical findings

· Treatment and prognosis

· Effects of the disabling condition on day to day life.
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