
        31 Elstead Lane 
        Blackfordby 
        Swadlincote 
        Derbys 
        DE11 8AJ 
        Tel. 01283 216392 
 
 
15th August 2016 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
North West Leicestershire Publication Local Plan 
 
You have notified me that your Council has approved the Local Plan for 
submission to the Secretary of State.  Having perused the documentation in 
detail I have to comment that the plan as approved in no adequate way 
addresses any of the issues raised in my previous representations.  I wish to 
record my continued objections on the basis that the plan is unsound.  I wish 
my objections as previously stated  to be taken into account by the Secretary 
of State and add the following further general comments. 
 
The Housing Assessment is overestimated, unsound and unsustainable and 
cannot be relied upon being based upon excessive forecasts of real and 
justifiable housing need.  It makes suspect adjustments to real statistical 
forecasts and seems to base its figures on questionable predictions of 
economic growth and does not seem to have been subjected to reliable 
scrutiny.  In other words it is based upon poorly informed guesswork rather 
than proven facts.  Before adopting these questionable figures the Council 
should have accurately assessed them against all social, environmental and 
infrastructure considerations. 
 
Acceptance of overestimations as targets has led to inappropriate allocations 
of green wedge sites, a failure to maintain a separation between distinct 
communities and their individual identities, disregard of meaningful limits to 
development and the undermining of the rural characteristics of much of North 
West Leicestershire. 
 
There is a lack of appropriate supportive infrastructure to support the Plan.  I 
contend that public services and infrastructure, including transport, which are 
already overstretched can possibly be improved within the timescales to meet 
the increases in demand envisaged.  In fact, availability of most of the 
essential infrastructure, especially transport, has been seriously 
overestimated.  It places an unsustainable burden upon rural communities 
without the necessary infrastructure and uses inaccurate and unreliable 
statements to try to justify "sustainability" in those communities  .  I do not 
believe that the District will be able to cope with this level of growth in demand 
and I have concerns over the impacts it will have on the environment and the 



rural areas.  As it stands, I believe the Plan to be ineffective and unsound in 
these respects. 
 
The consultation process has been poor and taken too long and adverse 
issues are inadequately considered and seriously understated.  The plan has 
already been overtaken by events which render it of dubious benefit in 
managing effective and sympathetic development of North West 
Leicestershire into the next decade. 
 
In short, the Plan is inadequately prepared and to the reasonable person 
might even be seen as having been produced as a desperate response to the 
need for "any plan as long as it's a plan", especially after previous failure, 
rather than a precise and effective tool to lead economy, environment and 
infrastructures of the District forward in a manner to manage it both socially 
and economically and protect and sustain its character and resources 
meaningfully into the future. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

Robert Nettleton 

 
Robert Nettleton 
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North West Leicestershire District Council 
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Whitwick Road 
Coalville 
LE67 3FJ 
(By email) 


