
North West Leicestershire Local Plan: Proposed Modifications 
 
Representations of IM Properties Limited (representor no. 27) 
 
IM Properties Limited (IMP) has participated actively and positively in the 
process of Examination of the submitted North West Leicestershire Local Plan. 
It has made formal representations (Position Statements on Matters 1, 2 and 
6 and on the Council’s response to the Inspector’s further guidance note of 17 
January 2017, Examination doc ref IN/08) and has contributed constructively 
to discussion at Hearings. 
 
IMP has been consistent in its view that:- 

• the need, demand and opportunities for strategic B8 development 
should be addressed directly & explicitly by the Local Plan; and in this 
regard that 

• the potential of M42 Corridor, acknowledged by the Council as a 
strategic matter, should be addressed by the Local Plan and explicitly 
acknowledged in its policies.  

and that unless these concerns are resolved satisfactorily the Local Plan 
could be considered unsound and not legally compliant with the statutory Duty 
to Cooperate. 
 
However IMP has also been clear in its view that any risk of the Plan not 
progressing to adoption due to the shortcomings of its employment land 
policies can readily be mitigated by some simple modifications; and has 
suggested appropriate wording which would overcome its concerns. 
 
The Council in its Proposed Modifications has taken on board some of IMP’s 
(and others’) suggestions, namely:- 

• modifications to Policy S1 in respect of clearer & more effective triggers 
& targets for the review of the Local Plan (ref MM9) 

• modification to Policy Ec2 and the addition of paragraph 8.26 to 
facilitate the granting of ad hoc planning permissions where there is 
evidence of need or demand for additional employment land (ref MM40 
and MM41) 

• modification (ref MM12) to Policy S3 to enable the application of Policy 
Ec2  

 
Nonetheless some concerns remain and require further Modifications to be 
made:- 

• making good the policy vacuum in respect of strategic B8 development 
which is not addressed by Policy S1 (ref MM8 and MM9) 

• the ambiguity of new paragraph 5.5 (ref MM2) which acknowledges a 
need for additional road and rail connected strategic B8 development 
across the HMA but which states in its final sentence that “Within North 
West Leicestershire such provision has already been made…” 
notwithstanding that the Council’s position regarding its contribution to 
accommodating the acknowledged need in the HMA is still to be 
considered 



• the silence of the Plan in respect of the needs, demands and potential 
of M42 Corridor which serves a sub-regional market and labour supply 
in the south of North West Leicestershire which is wholly different and 
separate from that served by the Roxhill development near to East 
Midlands Airport in the north of the Borough 

 
In IMP’s view, these shortcomings can be addressed by:- 

• further modifying Policy Ec2 to read “…(2) Where evidence indicates 
an immediate need or demand for additional employment land (B1, B2 
and B8) in North West Leicestershire that cannot be met from land 
allocated in this plan, in particular land for strategic B8 development or 
other appropriate employment uses in M42 Corridor, the Council will 
consider favourably proposals…” (suggested additional wording shown 
in italics) so going beyond the generic reference to the strategic 
highway network in MM40 to acknowledge explicitly the needs, 
demands and opportunities of the M42 Corridor 

• deletion of the final sentence of paragraph 5.5 as proposed by MM2; or 
its amendment by way of deletion of “such provision has already been 
made through” so the wording is clearly policy neutral 

 
These further modifications would, in IMP’s view, address the remaining 
shortcomings of the submitted Local Plan and assist in insulating it from 
challenge on the grounds of soundness and legal compliance and so are 
commended to the Council and the Inspector conducting the Examination of 
the Local Plan. 
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